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KENYA 


* Sucden’s Collapse in Cocoa Market Discussed 
91 4F 10814 Parts LIBERATION in French 6 May 91 p 18 


{Article by Stephen Smith: “Banks Penetrate Sucden”: 
first paragraph 1s LIBERATION introduction} 


[Text] Abidjan—His father was the “sugar king.’ Serge 
Varsano wanted to become the “cocoa king.” His father 
wanted to break through Fidel Castro's isolation after the 
Cuban missile crisis. He wanted to enter the fortress of the 
Ivory Coast, the world’s biggest producer of cocoa, whose 
president, “Old Man” Felix Houphouet-Boigny, had 
decided to boycott the international market. 


Serge Varsano, the heir to Sugar and Commodities (Suc- 
den), the biggest French trading company, with a sales 
volume of Fr[French franc}45 billion, wanted to have it all. 
But in less than four years at the head of the combine, he 
has lost everything: his authority within the family busi- 
ness, his signature, and even the “Old Man’s” confidence 
in him. The last time he visited Abidjan, in mid-March, 
Serge Varsano found himself in a hotel room. Before, he 
used to stay in the home of one of his sons, a stone’s throw 
from the president's private residence. Bu: above all, he 
never used to leave with empty hands, that 1s, without 
taking with him “special tonnage” granted him by the 
president 


This time the Ivorian authorities put off with a polite 
demurrer the man who in October 1988 had been smart 
enough to pull off the “contract of the century,” involving 
400,000 tons of cocoa. Because, under pressure from the 
World Bank, the Ivorian Fund for the Stabilization of Raw 
Material Prices (CAISTAB), in debt to the tune of Fr4 
billion, was right in the middle of a “restructuring pro- 
gram.” Profiting from this intrusion in President 
Houphouet-Boigny’s “private domain,” local exporters 
have taken their revenge on the big international traders, 
Sucden and the American giant, Phillip Brothers (Phibro), 
In particular 


‘We cannot see what moral or economic justification there 
is for the fact that sales to foreign companies should be 
favored over sales to Ivorian companies,” they asserted in 
denouncing the “secret sales at excessive prices” of the 
past. From now on, we have to go through them to export 
cocoa trom Abidjan. The World Bank has demanded the 
elimination of “direct sales” by CAISTAB as a “condi- 
tion” for its financial aid. 


“Ivory Coast is no longer Serge Varsano’s fortr: This ts 
the response an Abidjan banker gave his !:.ends in 
London,” the Midland Bank and S.G. Warbuig, who had 
called to find out “what weight Sucden still carried in Ivory 
Coast.’ Of course, this is not total disgrace yet. Only last 
week, Ben David received the industrial finishing touch 
from the Sucden combine for Barry Cacao’s third local 
plant, a new “markdown” on purchases of Ivorian beans 
But at the same time, for the first time since his crushing 
defeat by Sucden in September 1989, the man in charge of 
cocoa sales at Phibro, Derek Chambers, came back to 
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Abidjan. Naturally, he was not received by President 
Houphouet-Boigny But it is, nonetheless, the 
Sucden’s “monopoly” in Ivory Coast 

After losing a lot of money, Serge Varsano 1s losing 
markets. Getting away from the extravagance of 11s impor- 
tance Over the past few years, years marked by the “etfects 
of volume,” particularly in the cocoa market, Sucden 1s 
weighed down with a total debt of Fr16.7 billron while its 
own capital amounts to only Fri.5 billion. In spite of anew 
loan of Fr500 million underwritten by five French banks 
on 14 April, the combine’s credibility is at its lowest ebb 
Last week LE CANARD ENCHAINE revealed that a 
delegation of three French bankers had made a trip to 
London to obtain a moratorium from Sucden’s British 
creditors. A wasted effort. Banks on the other side of the 
Channel have not dreamed of backing the French company 
any more for a long time now 


On the contrary, now 1s rather the time tor duplicity so that 
they can be reimbursed while there is still time. This is how 
the Midland Bank played a nasty trick on the BNP 
[National Bank of Paris] a few weeks ago. When 11 had to 
pay off a Fri 7-million bond to its Paris colleague and on 
the same day demand payment ot a FrS-million debt of 
Sucden, the English bank only paid the BNP Fr}2 million, 
leaving it up to the latter to collect the balance from its 
commercial chent...that already owed it Fr4 billion. In 
Paris they appreciated this bit of account juggling all the 
less since Sucden had just been placed under close surveil- 
lance at the BNP and the Lyons Credit Company by their 
“bank adviser.’ in other words their precontention depart 
ment 


“If the government had not stood political surety for the 
company, an official receiver would have been appointed 
long ago to restore Sucden or liquidate it,” a banking 
source in Paris confided to us. But, starting with the 
Elysee. the Socialist government 1s of the opinion that 
Serge Varsano’s family business—“the only French trader 
of international scope’—cannot disappear. Since the 
beginning of the year, Sucden has nevertheless been sub- 
ject to the dictates of the nationalized banks, which are 
both its chief creditors and its last backers. “They even 
intervene in Our operations on a day-to-day basis,” 
admitted a Sucden manager who knows that “the company 
does not refuse them anything. We would not find money 
anywhere any more.” 


Under pressure from the banks. Serge Varsano had to turn 
over the operational management of his combine to 
Jacques Bachelier, the last “baron” of his father’s day (cf 
LIBERATION, 17 February). From now on, an “executive 
committee” must back “any decision involving the future 
of Sucden.” Thus, at the age of 35, president, chief 
executive officer, and principal stockholder Serge Varsano 
has been fired. But the “commenal gambler” 
any way he can to get back into the game he used to play 
for stakes amounting to billions and involving “‘megaton- 
nages. Thus, it 1s alleged that in early April he proposed to 
Jean-Claude Mimran, another “investor” in Africa, who in 
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particular owns Great Mills of Abidjan and Dakar as well 
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as the Senegalese Sugar Company, that he buy stock in his 
[Varsano’s}] combine. His offer was declined. 


Penetrated by the banks in Paris and grappling with 
serious problems in Cuba, his sugar fortress, which is 
having a hard time bartering with the Soviet Union, Serge 
Varsano’s combine no longer impresses people in the Ivory 
Coast. In Abidjan they are not about to forget the “cocoa 
king’s” last big deal. Last November he had a Soviet 
“ministerial delegation” come to the Ivory Coast to whom 
he promised to deliver 150,000 tons of Ivorian cacao 
beans. A godsend! But by mid-March only 20,000 tons had 
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heen shipped...and they have not yet been paid for. Now, it 
is always the merchant who is respu.sible for shipping the 
goods and who must guarantee payment for them. Further- 
more, on 20 March Valeriy Sazonov, the head of the Soviet 
purchasing agency, Soyuzplodoimport [Union Agricultural 
Product Imports], set things straight: “We have no inten- 
tion of concluding any transaction whatsoever with 
Sucden for the coming year,’ he stated in London. As for 
Ivorian cocoa, the “quality” of which he questioned, the 
order he issued for purchases on the world market was: “Of 
any origin but Ivorian.” 
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* ANC Wonten’s League Holds First Congress 
4¥14F1102D Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 2 May 91 p § 


[Text] Excitement charged the air as some 800 women 
from every corner of the country gathered in the Northern 
Cape city of Kimberley yesterday for the first ANC 
{African National Congress] Women’s League Conference 
{[ANCWL] in the country in 30 years. 


Dedicating the conference to the late ANCWL stalwart, 
Lilian Ngoyi, Women’s League co-convenor, Albertina 
Sisulu, made a strong appeal for women’s unity. 


“We must guard against being our own enemies through 
divisions, lack of political direction and stagnation,” said 
Sisulu in her opening address. 


She also urged the conference to “push very hard to see to 
it that we are not free in theory but shackled in practice.” 


Another ANCWL convenor, Gertrude Shope, described 
the conference as “the climax of the [political] activities 
women have been involved in.” 


Shope urged delegates to analyse the strengths and weak- 
nesses of the Women’s League so that the organisation 
could grow and develop. 


Speaking on behalf of ANCWL stalwarts, Florence Mkhize 
urged “the young ones to take the lead and defeat the 
National Party and make the ANC the government.” 


She particularly welcomed the delegation from exile back 
into the country. The 70-strong exile delegation from 
countries such as Zambia, Tanzania, Uganda, Britain, the 
United States, Denmark and Sweden were loud in their 
appreciative singing after Mkhize’s speech. 


The speech sent from ANC President Oliver Tambo got 
the entire gathering in Kimberley’s Skilpad Hall on their 
feet singing his praises. 


“The position of women within the democratic movement 
still leaves far too much to be desired. In most cases 
women are confined to being receptionists and secretar- 
ies,” Said Tambo in his speech, which was read by ANC 
Secretary General Alfred Nzo. 


‘Has the time not come for the NEC [National Executive 
Committee] to begin implementing some of the resolutions 
we have passed over the years regarding the gender ques- 
tion?” he asked. 


The conference ends with a rally to be addressed by ANC 
Deputy President Nelson Mandela on Sunday. 


* FIDA President Discusses Organization's Goals 
Y1AF1102E Johannesburg THE NEW NATION 
in English 9 May 91 p 10 


[Interview with FIDA President John Gogotya: “Going 
for the ‘Middle Road’; place and date not given; quo- 
tation marks as published] 


[Text] The Federal Independent Democratic Alliance 
(Fida), relatively unknown in South Africa’s political 
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arena, claims a membership of roughly half a million—far 
more than that of many other political organisation in the 
country. 


In an interview with FACE THE NATION, Fida President 
John Gogotya said his organisation’s membership was 
between 400,000 and 600,000, and scattered all over the 
country. 


NEW NATION: You have said that Fida is against vio- 
lence as a political tool. Why have you not spoken out 
against the state’s use of violence to achieve political aims? 


John Gogotya: In condemning apartheid and its repressive 
machinery, we condemn all those things. There was no 
point in trying to pick the good and the bad pieces within 
apartheid. All apartheid legislation including detention 
without trial, forced removals...all those have been 
attacked by Fida. 


NN: Fida has been regarded as the National Party’s wing 
in the black community. What is your comment? 


JG: We dismiss that with the contempt it deserves, because 
the people who say that cannot accept the fact that black 
people can think for themselves. People think that black 
people are rubber stamps for either the NP [National 
Party], the ANC [African National Congress] or the PAC 
[Pan-Africanist Congress]. They forget that there are 
people who want to think for themselves. And this is where 
Fida comes in. 


We came in and offered an alternative to the violence that 
was taking place in the 1980s in the townships. We said 
that it was not an alternative to apartheid. 


We have documentation to the effect that a certain cabinet 
minister said we came in to confuse the so-called moderate 
forces. So how can we be seen to be the NP’s wing? 


NN: After your meeting with President F. W. de Klerk it 
was reported that you wanted an alliance with the NP. 


JG: That was a misquote. In our joint statement with the 
government we never spoke about an alliance with the NP. 
What we spoke about was the establishment of joint 
working groups. There is no way in which we can form an 
alliance with the NP at this point in time. 


We are looking at the broad spectrum of political opinion 
in this country. We support a federal form of government 
as opposed to a unitary state, with a free enterprise system 
as opposed to socialism. We support the upholding of law 
and order in the society. In other words, uprisings and 
violence cannot be tolerated in the New South Africa. 


NN: Are you saying that if a Fida government came to 
power there would be no right to protest and demonstrate? 


JG: We have no way of curtailing people’s democratic 
rights to strike, to march or present petitions. But it is also 
the democratic right for those who do not want to strike 
and want to go to work, to be allowed freedom of choice. 


We are not for coercion, we are for a free choice. 


NN: Where would one situate Fida: within the organisa- 
tions of the oppressed or the oppressor? 
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JG: It is unfortunate that people tend to picture South 
Africans in only two categories: in terms of the oppressed 
and the oppressor. We believe that there is a middle road 
where we are prepared to be pragmatic. 


By virtue of the fact that we all suffered under apartheid, 
no black man can say he does not belong to the oppressed. 


NN: You were ready to put forward a candidate for the 
Yeoville parliamentary by-election. Does that mean that 
Fida was ready to operate in the apartheid parliament? 


JG: Fida believes that one of the ways to change apartheid 
was to do so from within. We have worked within local 
government Structures, not because we support them, but 
because we wanted to change the system to favour black 
people. 


NN: Does Fida believe that the NP is in fact committed to 
getting rid of apartheid? 


JG: It’s not a question of trust, it’s a question of accepting 
reality as 11 1s. There 1s no way in which we can go back to 
old apartheid—to the carrying of dompasses, to influx 
control and so forth. So far as that is concerned, apartheid 
is dead and no one can resurrect it. 


But on the other hand we are looking forward to the final 
demolition of apartheid through the abolition of the Pop- 
ulation Registration Act, and the other laws that are being 
discussed in parliament. After that there 1s no way we can 
still talk of apartheid. 


NN: The government has clearly indicated that the aboli- 
tion of the Population Registration Act will not mean that 
everybody will automatically get a vote. So what will make 
apartheid dead” 


JG: If that is the intention of the De Klerk government we 
reject it with the contempt it deserves. 


NN: Are you saying that when the Population Registration 
is repealed there should be provision for black people to 
elect their own representatives? 


JG: Precisely. Immediately the Act is repealed there should 
be provision for black people to elect. 


(ANC dissident, Rodney Twala, who sat in the interview 
intervenes): 


“With the repeal of all apartheid laws we understand that 
we will noi automatically have a vote. But the multi-party 
conference will discuss how the country will be run until 
we have a new constitution.” 


(Gogotya then takes over): It is not for De Klerk and the 
NP alone to run the country from that point. The multi- 
party conference will have to create a structure that is 
going to replace the present government, which has been 
formed on the basis of the Population Registration Act. 


NN: Does that not mean an Interim Government? 


JG: No. But obviously once the Population Registration 
Act 1s repealed the present government will be illegal, as it 
is there because of this provision. 
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We think that as soon as the act goes, a multi-party 
conference should be convened to set up an alternative 
structure to supervise the country from then onward. 


That is different from an interim government, because that 
would necessitate an election and it would take years for us 
to prepare to a new voters roll. We prefer to use the term 
‘provisional measures’ as Opposed to an interim govern- 
ment. 


NN: Fida claims to have a membership of above half a 
million, yet there is no visible evidence of your support. 


JG: We have members right across the country and regions 
operating effectively in all corners of South Africa. The 
point is, when we do have events, NEW NATION and 
other newspapers never bother to come. So it is not our 
fault. 


NN: Do you have any grudge against the ANC? 


JG: After the Kabwe conference the ANC specificaily 
targeted certain people .o be assassinated. Those included 
people like me, councillors, members of the police and so 
forth. And from that point onwards the ANC made it clear 
that we were the enemies of the people that we were people 
to be got rid of. 


We have made several attempts to met with the ANC to get 
them to tell us, politically, where we differ and to find out 
from us why we differ with them. They have never given us 
that opportunity. 


NN: Will Fida take part in the Patriotic Front conference 
in August which is being spearheaded by the ANC and the 
PAC? 


JG: What they are doing is exactly what apartheid was 
doing all over the years. They sat up there in the Union 
Buildings and made structures and provisions for us and 
we were just expected to comply. 


If the ANC and the PAC were concerned about a patriotic 
front why have they excluded everybody from the Harare 
meeting. 


The fact that they will call a conference of other organisa- 
tions afterwards does not make us forget that they have 
already cooked everything alone. 


* COSATU Serves as Model for Regional Unions 


914F1136B Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 10-16 May 91 p 11 


[Article by Drew Forrest; first paragraph is THE 
WEEKLY MAIL introduction} 


[Text] COSATU’s [Congress of South African Trade 
Unions] demands for union independence have given rise 
to a workers’ charter which has been adopted by unionists 
in Southern Africa. 


The Congress of SA Trade Unions’ drive for union inde- 
pendence and guaranteed worker rights is beginning to 
feed into labour movements throughout the Southern 
African region. 
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This emerges from a draft “regional charter” of funda- 
mental workers’ mghts recently adopted by unionists from 
South Afnca, Swaziland, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozam- 
bique, Tanzania and Zambia at a high-level meeting under 
the auspices of the Southern African Trade Union Co- 
ordination Council (Satucc) in Harare. Satucc is a sub- 
Structure of the Organisation of Afmcan Trade Union 
Unity. 


Unions in many of the Frontline states are weak and 
Organisationally close to the ruling party and worker rights 
severely curtailed. But with the collapse of one-party states 
in Eastern Europe, there are signs that some union group- 
ings are seeking to re-assert their autonomy. 


This is particularly evident in Zambia, where unions are 
central to political opposition. 


As South Africa forges new links with independent Africa 
after the attainment of majority rule, its militant labour 
traditions are likely to exercise increasing influence on its 
neighbours. 


The Harare talks, opened by Zimbabwe's Labour Minister 
John Nkomo, were a sequel to the historic first conference 
of trade unions of the Satucc region in Arusha in 
November last year. Leading the COSATU team was 
assistant general secretary Sydney Mufamadi, while a 
Nactu [National Council of Trade Unions} delegation was 
headed by James Mndaweni, the federation’s president. 


The draft charter will now be taken back by the various 
trade umion centres for discussion and ratification at 
national level, before being finalised at a further meeting in 
Malawi. It 1s intended that it will also apply in Lesotho, 
Malawi, Namibia and Angola. 


An inspection of the draft shows the clear imprint of 
COSATU’s thinking on a workers’ charter for South 
Afnca—and particularly its strident demand for an inde- 
pendent labour movement 


Under the heading of humen and trade union rights, the 
charter demands the statutory entrenchment of union 
independence from the state and employers, the right to 
strike and solidarity action without dismissal, proper def- 
inition of “essential services” to prevent employer or state 
abuse and automatic organisational facilities for represen- 
tative unions. 


It demands that all governments in the region ratify and 
implement International Labour Organisation conven- 
tions, and the mght of unions to participate in economic, 
social and political decision-making at all levels. 


It also calls for a ban on “social dumping.” in terms of 
which companies shift their operations to countries where 
union rights are not respected and labour 1s cheaper. 


It seeks to regulate the conditions of the hundreds of 
thousands of migrant workers in the region. demanding 
freedom of movement, residence and employment and the 
right to live with families. 


Other demands include: 


e A ban on discrimination on grounds of race. sex, 
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physical disability, religion or nationality. and 
4 ban on child and forced labour.(txt! 


The intention is to take the charter to all governments of 
the region for endorsement. 


* Status of COSATU in Western Cape Analyzed 


914F 11364 Johannesburg WORK IN PROGRESS 
in English May 91 pp 43-45 


[Glenda Daniels speaks to COSATU unionists. First 
paragraph is WORK IN PROGRESS introduction: 
words in boldface as published: quotation marks as 
published] 


[Text] Glenda Daniels spoke to COSATU [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions} unionists in the Western 
Cape, and found that, although impressive gains have been 
made over the past few years. much needs to be done to 
overcome intolerance and divisions before the region can 
operate effectively. 


While the Congress of South African Trade Unions 
(COSATU)}-Western Cape region has grown to 14 affiliates 
and 139,000 paid up members, it 1s considered by many to 
be one of the weaker regions of COSATU. The region is 
riddled with ideological conflict and has an unsatisfactory 
record of democratic practice. Some unionists deny that 
these divisions are crucial, while others place it at the 
centre of an understanding of the region's organisational 
problems. 


Ideological Conflict? 


To date one of the most serious problems in the Western 
Cape has been the conflict in the Food and Allied Workers 
Union (Fawu) (see WIP 72). The problem in Fawu, 
according to COSATU regional secretary Lucy Nyembe, 1s 
‘now resolved.” But according to former Fawu general 
secretary Jan Theron, who was centrally involved in the 
conflict, it is far from resolved. He feels that in fact the 
situation has worsened. In his opinion, those that say the 
issue has been resolved actually mean that one faction has 
won—and so criticism will continue to be repressed. 


Nyembe says it was an ‘ugly issue’ and it is a relief that ‘it 
Is NOW Over.” 


For Theron the only way to resolve the many ditticulties in 
the Western Cape is to admit that these exist in the first 
niace. It would appear that unionists in the region are 
over-sensitive and find it very difficult to face the prob- 
lems. 


The set-backs in the region are peculiar to the Cape only, 
according to Sactwu’s [South Africa Clothing and Textile 
Workers’ Union's] Enrico Fourie, who is on the COSATU 
Regional Executive Committee (REC). He denies that 
ideological factors are crucial: ‘factionalism has always 
been over-emphasised, and is not the key reason for 
organisational difficulties. The ideological divisions are 
among the activists only.” 


But surely it is the activists that do the work and the work 
is hindered by constant ideological squabbles and factions? 
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‘No, this 1s too simplistic an understanding by far,’ Fourie 
mai..tains. 


In support of Fourie’s view, Nyembe asserts that ideolog- 
ica! debates relating to ‘workerism, ‘trotskyism’ and 
‘stalinism’ are confined to middle class intellectuals and 
Students, and has only in a limited way ‘reared its ugly 
head’ in the union movement. 


Thereon disagrees strongly, saying that in fact political 
fighting in the Cape cuts across class barriers and exists in 
all organisations, and is very evident in unions. 


Coloured Identity 


Fourie feels that there have been ‘certain historical factors’ 
which have contributed to organisational difficulties. In 
his opinion, Western Cape unionists have had to deal with 
an all-pervading ‘coloured’ identity. While mass organisa- 
tions have had credibility and legitimacy, he feeis this has 
not translated into organisational practice and support. 


The coloured community, says Fourie, does not have a 
binding cohesiveness, like the African community, and 
this 1s partly due to the fact that they were relocated time 
and time again. In addition, he feels that the coloured 
labour preference policy contributed to alienating coloured 
people from politics. 


‘The forced removals and dislocations, instead of bringing 
the communities closer together, have actually created 
further divisions and dislocations, creating very different 
cultures within that race group. These issues served to 
make COSATU weak in the Western Cape,’ says Fourie. 


This happened not just with COSATU, but with all organ- 


isations. ‘We won't for example get the same level of 


support that Port Elizabeth would get if we called for a 
stayaway.’ He also feels that the lack of African leadership 
in the region is a problem. 


Enormous Strides 


Fourie argues that organisational tasks and campaigns 
continue even though debate happens. He feels that 
COSATU Western Cape has made enormous strides over 
the last few years by drawing previously conservative 
unions into the federation. This has been one of the most 
important achievements in COSATU since 1987. For 
example, ex-Tucsa (Trade Union Council! of South Africa) 
unions in the garment and liquor sectors have now joined 
the federation. In previous years the democratic move- 
ment tried to win over these unions without success 


COSATU was able to do this by showing them the validity 
of certain campaigns, especially the Living Wage Cam- 
paign. Now COSATU 1s dominant in the Western Cape, 
with very few unions outside it. One of the last bastions, 
the Typographical Union, recently disbanded. The demise 
of conservative unions has at last brought African, 
coloured and Indian workers closer together. 


COSATU at its inception in the Western Cape was not a 
force to reckon with as the United Democratic Front 
(UDF) was, but is now regarded as an equal partner with 
other major progressive bodies, says Fourie. He adds: ‘The 
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labour movement has historically always been weak 11 this 
region, but recently it has actually taken major leaps 
forward and it is not as weak as it was.” 


Problems in the Region 


Thereon is not as enthusiastic as Fourie about COSATU in 
the Western Cape. 


Like other unionists, who would not be named, Theron 
said there were problems and complaints that the REC did 
not meet as often as it should. One unionist said there was 
poor co-ordination and when meetings did happen, few 
unions attended. ‘This is a major problem, there is little 
communication between us and the region.” 


Theron feels that one had to be honest about these prob- 
lems and should not gloss over them. He says that the 
situation in Saldana Bay is a real indictment on Fawu: ‘Sea 
Harvest and Saldana Bay used to be amongst the most 
militant unions where workers organised, now these 
workers have been co-opted and there are now company 
committees there instead of unions. It 1s an indictment on 
Fawu, what are they doing about the situation? There ts a 
lot of laziness in the unions.’ 


Nyembe emphatically dispuies the allegation thai the 
Western Cape is the weakest region in COSATU: ‘No, it is 
definitely not the weakest region, Our region was not 
mentioned in the last congress as among the regions that 
needed urgent attention.’ But she admits that there were 
many difficulties in organising, and that historically the 
region has been weak. 


‘The labour movement only got off its feet after the 
formation of COSATU,’ she said. The major affiliates, like 
Numsa [National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa] 
and Sactwu, only really got started in the Western Cape in 
1987. The South African Municipal Workers’ Union 
(Samwu) only established a region in 1990, whereas previ- 
ously it was only a Cape Town branch. 


Nyembe feels that COSATU has gone through a turbulent 
period recently, especially with Fawu, whose internal prob- 
lems affected its ability to contribute to the region. But 
‘issues of democracy and worker control are not just issues 
for Fawu but for all unions and organisations,’ she says. 
Other unions are small and struggling to build themselves. 
These include the public sector unions, whose obstacles 
have been privatisation and labour legislation. Many of 
these unions suffered from not having stop-order facili- 
ties—for instance the South African Railways and Har- 
bours Workers’ Union (Sarhwu) only acquired these facil- 
ities last year. 


‘The problem has also been the fact that different unions, 
because of their unequal resources, do not have the same 
ability to respond to campaigns, like the living wage 
campaign and the workers charter campaign, says 
Nyembe. 


Nyembe says she is concerned about the level of democ- 
racy, or the quality of democracy in COSATU and in 
different unions. There has to be a system where all levels 
of the unions are involved in decision- and policy-making. 
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‘Democracy would have to be deepened at different levels. 
Aad better communication channels need to be set up. We 
are to have a range of workshops on the issue of democ- 
racy, not democracy per se but related to an issue. We 
don’t want the situation where it is only the larger unions 
that make decisions and only officials that make policy.” 


Campaigns 


But the Western Cape clearly has the capacity to rise to the 
challenge, as the response to the Labour Relations Amend- 
ment Bill demonstrates. Unions have largely been fighting 
problems they face in their own industries, like retrench- 
ments, which 1s currently a major problem in the Cape. 


Last year refuse workers organised under Samwu had an 
enormously successful strike which lasted fora month. The 
demands were for a better working environment and for 
resignation of the Khayelitsha town councillor. There was 
a general upsurge in the public sector last year, with health 
workers and House of Representative workers all taking 
industrial action over wages. 


According to Nyembe: “We are now reaching a stage in 
COSATU where we are rationalising our campaigns. They 
have to be more focused and strike more of a balance 
between general workers rights, the political scenario and 
economic rights. At the last conference COSATU adopted 
a Campaign against retrenchments and for job creation. In 
the Western Cape this is particularly important because of 
the lack of industry.’ 


Nyembe concedes that campaigns in the Western Cape 
have not all been successful. Whereas in the Transvaal 
unions are making progress in the organisation of women, 
in the Western Cape this is not the case. According to her 
even South African Clothing and Textile Workers Union 
(Sactwu), which has a predominantly female membership. 
has no women’s forum. 


Sactwu organiser Preggs Govender explains: ‘It was raised 
as an issue some time ago but not recently—there has been 
no clarity on whether there should be a women’s forum. 
But soon Sactwu will be embarking on two campaigns, 
health and safety and childcare, which will have important 
implications for women.’ 


COSATU decided at its last congress to take affirmative 
action for women. Nyembe is encouraged by the fact that 
when this is raised in the unions, it meets with no resis- 
tance. 


The Living Wage Campaign was taken up more as a 
COSATU camipaign rather than with individual unions. 
‘The issue in individual unions arose during times of 
strikes. Each union must come up with their own min- 
imum wage. The concept of a general minimum wage 1s 
not a useful one, as we are dealing with very different 
industries and unions’ comments Nyembe. 


The minimum wage issue has caused much controversy in 
recent months. She also feels that ‘unions should also 
consider specific times of the year for bargaining as this 
strengthens the unions and COSATU.’ 
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The Workers Charter Campaign became a priority cam- 
paign only in certain unions, according to Nyembe: “We 
had discussion groups around the issue but unfortunately 
it very quickly moved into a discussion of a Constituent 
Assembly. We had a special congress to discuss workers 
nghts in the future and where they go—in the law, to 
companies, Orin a constitution. We decided that they go in 
all three places.” 


But the situation regarding the Workers Charter Campaign 
is not so different from that of the Transvaal, where some 
unions have put a lot of work into the campaign and others 
have barely collected demands. 


Fighting Factionalism 


It seems that the labour movement in the Western Cape 1s 
not as weak as it was say three years ago, but it has a long 
way to go before all its problems are resolved. Although 
some unionists dispute that ideological conflicts are a 
major issue, it 18 eviuent that a lot of time and energy has 
gone into “faction fighting.” 


Debate is important and crucial—it 1s the suppression of it 
that seems to be the problem. 


Veteran trade unionist, Lizzie Abrahams, who organised 
for the food and canning union for over 40 years, 1s 
perturbed: 


‘l am very sad when I see what has happened in Fawu, 
more time gets wasted trying to solve the problem than 
actually getting on with union work—but then even so, the 
problem does not get solved anyway. In fact things just get 
worse, and many factions do exist. The region has no 
reason to despair especially if it takes the issue of democ- 
racy seriously, and more acceptance and tolerance reigns. 
But because the region has had this horrible history of 
conflicts, tensions, and intolerance, changes will not 
happen overnight. Still 1t has to happen if the region wishes 
to build and recruit like 1 has never done before, and have 
a qualitatively better organising style.” 


It is encouraging that in some quarters there 1s a commit- 
ment to changing styles of operating and deepening the 
levels of democracy (Nyembe admitting that these have to 
be reviewed). Old fashioned and intolerant, ‘stalinist’ ways 
of operating will have to be buried before any progress will 
be made. Further, the tendency to gloss over problems only 
exacerbates difficulties instead of resolving the problems. 


* Gulf War Said To Benefit Local Refineries 
YIAF110SB Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 3 May 91 pp 8A-YA 


[Text] Engen is set to lead oil-embargoed South Africa out 
of isolation and into the position of fuel supplier to its 
“natural markets.” 


These areas—notably sub-Saharan Africa, the Indian 
Ocean islands and “several other economically viable 
markets""—are being targeted for export. 


Export volumes from Engen to Africa doubled in the six 
months to September last vear and have increased substan- 
tially since; a manifestation of growing demand. 
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Refinery margins worldwide are tight at the moment after 
the shortlived windfall which followed the Gulf War. 


The war also took its toll on international refining 
capacity. 


The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait damaged all three of the 
latter’s refineries and took some 800,000 barrels a day of 
refining capacity off the market. 


A growing worldwide demand is expected for several years 
to come but the possibility of a grassroots refinery being 
built anywhere is slim at this stage because refineries 
worldwide are expected to increment on existing infra- 
structure first. 


In line with these local and international developments is 
the upgrading of the group’s Genref refinery which has 
increased in cost from the initial announcement of 
between R [rands} |.2-billion and R1.5-billion to “over 
R2-billion.” 


There are only three refineries in sub-Saharan Africa, 
outside South African borders. 


They are relatively small complexes in Tanzania, Zambia 
and Angola. 


The combined capacity of the three is probably the same as 
that of Genref. 


The refinery upgrading will provide a substantial increase, 
80 percent in total, in refining capacity at the Durban 
complex. 


“The project is designed to accommodate the Trek vol- 
umes from Sapref by August 1992 and future market 
growth,” explains Engen MD and CEO Rob Angel. 


“The further expansion of Genref is at an advanced stage 
of evaluation and we should be in position to tell share- 
holders more about it in the third quarter of this year.” 


Looking into the crystal ball 1s a dangerous game in the oil 
industry but nevertheless it 1s safe to say that Engen 1s well 
placed in the long term too. 


There was talk of a new refinery in Richards Bay in the 
1970s, but it was superceded by the Sasol [South African 
Coal, Oil, and Gas Corporation] plants. 


Trek however nominally still has a first option on the next 
refinery to be built in South Africa 


It is not an insurmountable possibility that one of the 
world’s next refineries will be built here. 


Refineries can only be expanded to a certain degree before 
the world requires new refineries. 


The so-called NIMBY or “not in my backyard” principle 
applies in the United States, Europe and to a lesser degree 
in Japan. 


Everybody realises a new refinery is necessary but nobody 
wants it in their backyard. 


In the States, for example, it takes anything from five years 
to 10 to get a licence, before any building begins. 
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Nobody is pressed to go out and build a refinery in South 
Africa, but 1t would be an option. 


Over R2-Bn for Upgrading 


Genref MD Errol Martin says, in order to be a competitive 
world player in South Africa’s natural markets, a refinery 
should have some 30 percent to 50 percent of the crude oil 
to supply the plant's needs. 


This will ensure that its profitability can be maintained 
through the cycles of the refining business which tend to 
swing a lot. 


This .ets as a prerequisite that Engen, with a turnover of 
R3,093-million, gets into exploration and production to 
supply the increased capacity at Genref. 


“In line with our intention to expand interest in produc- 
tion and exploration outside South Africa, assessment of 
opportunities elsewhere is receiving high priority,” con- 
firms Aagel. 


“Substantial progress has been made in this area already.” 


In its drive to become South Africa’s leading “vertically 
integrated” energy company, Engen is also acquiring 
appropriate interests in the fields of production, explora- 
tion, marketing and refining. 


Exploration with the aim of discovering commercially 
viable crude oil deposits in the Bredasdorp Basin con- 
tinues. 


* SASOL One Renovation Project Detailed 


* Plans To Increase Output 
9) 4F1106A Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English § Apr 91 pp 34, 39, 43 


[Interview with SASOL Managing Director [MD] Paul 
Kruger by Kim Trollip; place and date not give; 


{Text} Sasol [South African Coal, Oil, and Gas Corpora- 
tion] has announced a R [rands] 3-billion programme to 
boost its output of petrochemical and high value products. 
The plan includes the phasing out of synfuel production at 
its 40-year-old Sasolburg facility. An R850-million rejuve- 
nation project, designed to inject new life into the plant, 
comprises an expansion of its wax production facility as 
well as a new ammonia plant and a new paraffins complex. 
The group remains tight-lipped about many aspects of this 
project as well as those at Sasol 2 and 3 and THE 
ENGINEERING NEWS asked Sasol MD Paul Kruger to 
reveal some of these details. 


[Question] Sasol has announced a R3-billion programme 
to boost its output of petrochemicals and other high value 
products. It is understood that Sasol is undertaking a total 
of 20 projects. Please could you list the 20 projects and 
include the value and location of each? 


[Answer] Sasol announced a R3-billion programme and 
clearly stated that a number of these projects are still under 
consideration. 
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Some of them will only be announced once feasibility 
Studies are complete. 


The R3-billion exposition programme does not apply to 
Sasol | alone and includes projects at Sasol 2 and Sasol 3 
as well. 


The seven main projects to date are: the wax expansion 
project, the ammonia plant and the paraffinic facility at 
Sasolburg: as well as the R40-million n-butanol plant. the 
R320-million anode coke project, the R115-million eth- 
ylene recovery expansion and the R37-mullion krypton. 
xenon plant for recovery of these gases from the existing 
oxygen plants at Secunda. 


The total estimated end-of-job cost of the first seven 
projects 1s R1.2-billion. 


The growth in operating income as a result of these 
undertakings, in 1993 terms, will be R300-million or 18 
percent. 


« foreign currency saving of R400-million will be added to 
the current figure of R3-billion 


The other 13 projects are in various stages of design and 
development and will be communicated when they reach a 
Stage when capital approval is obtained from the Sasol 
board. 


The end-of-job cost of the Sasol | projects will be in the 
region of R850-million. 


Fluor SA will manage the overall Sasol | renovation 
project and the plants will commence operation by Jan- 
uary 1993. 


The most imminent projects being undertaken at Secunda 
include an ethylene splitter to be built by August this year. 
a n-butanol plant by December 1991 and an ethylene plant 
steam turbine upgrading which should be complete by the 
time this article goes to print. 


The imminent Sasolburg projects include a wax isomeri- 
sation facility scheduled to come on stream in June 199] 
as well as a cresylic acid plant and a powder wax plant 
which are both being commissioned at present. 


The cresylic acid plant was completed in 13 months. 


It was based on Sasol in-house technology and was engi- 
neered, procured and constructed by Fluor SA under the 
supervision of Sastech without lost time and in more than 
$00,000 manhours. 


All equinment, including a 55 metre distillation column. 
was 0! (ocal manufacture. 


[Question] What effect does the purchase of Sasol 3, from 
the state for R2.9-billion, have on these projects” 


[Answer] [t was opportune to take over the state's 50 
percent interest in Sasol 3 at this stage as there was a 
willing buyer and a willing seller. 


The financing for this take-over will be from cash flow and 
it will not affect the projects mentioned at all. 
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[Question] The Sasol “empire” and the plants which will 
be used as the basis for the R3-billion programme to 
increase its Output of petrochemicals and high value prod- 
ucts were built with the South African taxpayer's money. 
How will these people benefit from this programme? 


[Answer] When Sasol privatised in 1979, the government 
was paid back all the funds m loaned. plus commercial 
interest from day one. 


In fact. the government was paid back seven times their 
Original investment. From a taxpayer's point of view, a 
very wise investment indeed. 


[Question] The fact that Sasol has received state funds 
throughout its 40-year existence has put it way ahead of its 
local competitors in terms of size and turnover. Is this not 
an unfair advantage and does 11 mean that other chemical 
companies can justify a call for State protection” 


[Answer] The same argument mentioned in the previous 
question applies. 


Naturally since all loans have been repaid by Sasol inves- 
tors, it is now Sasol’s duty to look after the interests of their 
close to 27,000 private shareholders and must do every- 
thing in its power to add value to the group’s competitive 
advantage. 


{Question} Could you provide a comprehensive update on 
the wax, ammonia and paraffin projects’ 


[Answer] The wax project 1s in the design and planning 
phase. It is progressing as planned 


Engineering contractors are being selected for the different 
project modules and detailed engineering 1s underway in 
several of the modules 


Physical construction will begin later this year. 


The R300-million ammonia plant contract has been 
awarded to Uhde on a lumpsum turnkey basis. 


This project too 1s still in the planning and design phase 
and work on site has not started yet 


The project starts this year and is scheduled to come on 
Stream in 1993 


The conceptual design for the paraffinic products plant 1s 
at the level where semi-definite cost estimates have been 
achieved 


The engineering contract has been awarded to Uhde, 
subject to finalisation of commercial negotiations. 


Tenders for equipment supply are currently be:ng pro- 
cessed by Uhde 


[Question] Sasol is on the threshold of a new and chal- 
lenging phase of development as its focus shifts to export 
markets. What role will the reyuvenation of Sasol | play in 
this venture? 


[Answer] Before the take-over of Sasol 3, chemicals were 
responsible for about one third of the Sasol bottom line. 
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With the inclusion of Sasol 2 into the group’s results, 
synfuels are again playing a bigger role and contributions 
made by chemicals have diminished somewhat. 


Once the reyuvenation of Sasol | is completed, chemicals 
will again play a bigger role. 


As the group’s thrust 1s to move away from synfuels, and to 
add value to existing streams, the role of Sasol | will be a 
dominant one in this area. 


{Question} The Sasol | renovation 1s to cost R750-million, 
including escalation. Please give a breakdown of what this 
money will be spent on. 


{ Answer] An estimated R300-million is being spent on wax 
production and the ammonia plant and the other R55SO- 
million is being spent on the wax workup, the paraffin 
recovery plants and the upgrading of existing infrastruc- 
ture. 


{Question} What will be done with the original synthol and 
ammonia plants which are to be closed down? 


[Answer] Sasol will make maximum re-use of existing 
equipment for the renovation project. 


{Question} Which operations at Sasol | will continue 
despite the rejuvenation? 


[Answer] Generally, the overall objective of the Sasol | 
renovation project is to ensure the future profitable oper- 
ation of the Sasolburg factory. 


After a cost reduction exercise is carried Out, to ensure a 
healthy cost structure as a starting point, capital is to be 
invested to permit the more efficient usage of the synthesis 
gas produced by Sasol 1. 


After studies of numerous options, it was decided that the 
best possible strategy 1s to invest R850-million in Sasol 1. 


It was decided that the money would be best spent on 
Shutting down the fuels producing synthol plant, which, 
because of its small scale of operation, is no longer a 
profitable operation. The Secunda plants on the other 
hand are running at well above design capacity. 


It was decided to replace the existing ammonia plant with 
a larger more efficient facility, to expand the Arge plant to 
increase wax production and to allow economic recovery 
of lighter hydrocarbons produced as paraffins. 


[Question] What is the price tag on the new ammonia 
facility and when will it come on stream? 


[Answer] The ammonia facility is being built by Uhde at a 
contract price of R300-million. The contract has been 
awarded on a lumpsum turnkey basis. 


The facility is scheduled to come on stream in 1993. 


[Question] Please describe the new wax facilities and name 
the main contractor. 


[Answer] The capacity of the wax plant is being doubled 
from 64,000 tons to 123,000 tons a year. Wax is produced 
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by the Fischer-Tropsch process in a similar manner to 
synfuels, except that the processes and catalysts are mod- 
ified. 

The Arge plant which produces the wax consists of a 
synthesis gas loop at the heart of which is a large fixed bed 
reactor. 


[Question] Would you please provide a description of the 
paraffinic products plant and its value? 


[Answer] Light paraffinic material coming from the Arge 
facility will be refined and fractioned into specific paraffin 
cuts suitable as solvents and will be marketed locally and 
overseas. 

{Question} Please name the main contractor for the parat- 
finic products project. 


{ Answer] Uhde has been awarded the engineering contract, 
subject to finalisation of commercial negotiations. 


[Question] “The rejuvenated Sasol | will contain environ- 
mentally friendly technology.” Please expand on and jus- 
tify this statement. 


[Answer] The Sasol | renovation project involves shutting 
down the older fuels-producing synthol plants and 
replacing these with an expanded Arge unit and ammonia 
plant. 


The older plants were built with 1950s technology and are 
being rebuilt with modern units designed and built to the 
most modern international standards. 


Sasol’s policy 1s to ensure that all new units meet the most 
stringent environmental requirements and that this forms 
part of the planning phase of new plants. 


* New Ammonia Plant 
9/.4F1106B Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English S Apr 91 pp 35-36 


{Interview with managing director [MD] of SASOL 
technology, John Marriot, by Kim Trollip; place and 
date not given] 


[Text] During 1990, both Sasol [South African Coal, Oil, 
and Gas Corporation] AECI were rumoured to be investi- 
gating new coal-based ammonia plants. The possibility of 
the two giants in bed was mentioned. This could have 
resulted in a strong monopoly. In the end, Sasol did 
announce in 1990 its plan to build a new 240,000 ton a 
year plant. The R [rands] 300-million main contract was 
awarded to Uhde on a turnkey basis. THE ENGI- 
NEERING NEWS staff writer Kim Trollip speaks to Sasol 
MD technology John Marriot about the new plant at Sasol 
l. 


{Question} The ammonia plant at Sasol | 1s being rebuilt 
which will result in a production capacity of 240,000 tons 
of ammonia a year. Could you describe this new plant as 
well as the process whereby the chemical will be produced? 


{ Answer] A new ammonia plant with a capacity of 240,000 
tons a year is being built to replace the old 64,000 ton unit. 
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The plant will produce ammonia from synthesis gas pro- 
duced by Sasol |. 


The process used is the standard one where ammonia is 
produced by reacting hydrogen from the synthesis gas with 
nitrogen. 


{Question} This is said to be one of ihe biggest projects 
taking place in the chemical field at the moment. How does 
it compare, in size and capacity, with other similar plants 
in the world? 


[Answer] The ammonia plant is one of the bigger projects 
being handled by Sasol at present. 


It is not large when compared to world scale units. 


However, the fact that the production process starts off 
with synthesis gas from coal rather than oil or only gas also 
makes the project simpler and more efficient than others 
elsewhere in the world. 


[Question] How much ammonia 1s still imported and to 
what extent will the Sasol 1 extension satisfy local 
demands? 


[Answer] The intention is that the Sasol | extension will 
supply local demands for ammonia for fertiliser, explo- 
sives and chemical uses. 


[Question] There have been rumours of another ammonia 
plant to be built from scratch by AECI. What effect would 
this have on the Sasol plant? 


[Answer] We cannot respond to rumours. 


[Question] Sasol has stated that it won't use all the 
ammonia produced. How much will go to other local 
manufacturers of fertilisers, explosives and chemicals and 
how much will be exported? 


[Answer] We cannot provide this sort of commercial data. 


[Question] Could you provide the chemical composition of 
ammonia, indicating how this product is related to the 
synfuels process? 


[Answer] The chemical composition of ammonia is NH,. 


The N is obtained from nitrogen in the air and the H, from 
H, in synthesis gas which is produced from coal. 


[Question] Please relate details of how ammonia is used in 
the fertiliser and explosives markets. 


[Answer] Ammonia is the main source of nitrogen, which 
is one of the three major plant nutrients contained in 
chemical fertilisers. 


The ammonia is usually converted to ammonium nitrate 
(NH,NO,) or urea (NH,),CO in order to make it a suitable 
plant food. 


Ammonia 1s used in the explosives industry in the form of 
ammonium nitrate (NH,NQ,). 


[Question] What else is it used for? 


[Answer] Ammonia is used as an industrial refrigerant. 
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Although it is used mainly as a feedstock for explosives 
and fertilisers, Sasol is researching other, very lucrative, 
downstream applications. 


[Question] Why has it been necessary to increase ammonia 
production and what chances are there of exporting this 
product into Africa? 


[Answer] Sasol decided to build the new ammonia plant to 
supply the growing demand for this product in South 
Africa. 


Should the opportunity arise, we will also export to Africa. 


[Question] What is the ruling price of ammonia and what 
are the other sources of this commodity in southern 
Africa? 

[Answer] Ammonia 1s produced by Sasol at its Secunda 
plants as well as by AECI Modderfontein. 


The price depends on the price ruling international mar- 
kets. 


Additional ammonia 1s presently imported through a ter- 
minal at Richards Bay. 


[Question] What is the value of the project and is it still 
within budget? 

[Answer] The ammonia project is valued at R300-million 
and this figure is the amount budgeted. 


[Question] Who is the winner of the contract to build the 
ammonia plant and what is the value of the contract? 


[Answer] The R300-muillion ammonia plant contract has 
been awarded to Uhde—a member of the Hoechst group— 
on a lumpsum turnkey basis. 


This project will make South Africa entirely self-sufficient 
in ammonia. 


Forex savings are estimated at around R42-million a year. 


[Question] How far has the project progressed and what is 
taking place on site now? 


[Answer] The project has only recently been announced 
and is still in the planning and design stage. 


[Question] What further contracts will be awarded and 
what tenders are still to be invited? 


[Answer] Uhde will be responsible for this as the project 
has been awarded on a lumpsum turnkey basis. 


{Question} Please provide a timetable for the ammonia 
plant, stating if it is on schedule and when it 1s scheduled 
to come on stream. 


[Answer] The project starts this year and 1s scheduled to 
come on stream in 1993. 


[Question] Please describe how ammonia 1s derived at 
Sasol One. 


[Answer] Ammonia is derived from the process used to 
gasify coal. 


(Question, You have an existing ammonia plant capable of 
producing 64,000 tons a year. Is this plant to be dismantled 
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and sold off piecemeal and if so, which contractors have 
been engaged to demolish the plant? 


[Answer] The plant will no longer be used once the new 
unit is commissioned. 


No decisions on the future of the plant have been made. 


[Question] Could you describe the plant, detailing the 
hardware and equipment required as well as the process 
whereby it will be manufactured? 


[Answer] All we can say at this stage is that the latest 
technology will be used. 


[Question] Could you describe how the ammonia is con- 
veyed to your fertiliser plants and what role the ammonia 
plays in the fertiliser? 


[Answer] Ammonia is transported by pipeline or rail, 
depending on the destination. 


[Question] Please do the same as above for explosives? 


[Answer] Ammonium nitrate forms the basis of many 
types of commercial explosive. 


[Question] Could you provide a bill of quantities for the 
ammonia plant. Give details of the length and type of 
piping, the number and kind of valves, quantity and type 
of pressure vessels, heat-exchangers and tanks to be used 
on the project. 


[Answer] The actual plant design has not yet commenced. 


The process licensor will in any case not wish to divulge 
such information. 


[Question] Where is the instrumentation and process con- 
tro! equipment being sourced and what does it comprise? 


[Answer] No decisions have been taken on vendors for 
instrumentation or process control equipment at this stage 
of the project. 


[Question] What ammonia products will be made at the 
plant and what sort of demand is there for these products 
on the local and world markets? 


[Answer] Anhydrous liquid ammonia will be produced. 


[Question] Are there any innovative uses of ammonia 
being introduced? 


[Answer] No. 


[Question] Could you provide a list of contractors and 
sub-contractors working on the project in the fields of civil, 
mechanical, electrical and chemical process engineering? 


[Answer] Being a lumpsum turnkey contract, these are the 
responsibility of Uhde. 


* Wax Production To Double 


914F1106C Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 5 Apr 91 pp 37-38 


[Interview with SASOL technology managing director 
{MD}, John Marriot by Kim Trollip; place and date not 
given] 
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{Text} Good old fashioned wax has again found a niche 
market. The outcry against ozone-depleting polystyrene 
drinking cups, for example, has resulted in an expanding 
market in America for wax-lined paper cups. Sasol [South 
African Coal, Oil, and Gas Corporation] appears to have 
taken note of developments such as this and 1s expanding 
its wax production facility at Sasol 1. The plant’s capacity 
is being doubled to 123,000 tons a year. Sasol technology 
MD John Marriot tells THE ENGINEERING NEWS that 
the project is in an early stage of execution and procure- 
ment activities have only just started. 


[Question] Could you provide a progress report on the wax 
production facility, the capacity of which is being doubled 
from 64,000 tons to 123,000 tons a year? 


[Answer] The project is progressing as planned. 


As has been reported, engineering contractors are being 
selected for the different project modules and detailed 
engineering is underway in several of the modules. 


[Question] What work is being done on the plant at the 
moment? 


[Answer] The project is in the design and planning phase, 
physical construction will not start until later this year. 


fQuestion] What contracts have been awarded, to whom 
and what are their values? 


[Answer] The project 1s in an early phase of execution. 


Procurement activities have only just started and no 
equipment has been ordered. 


[Question] Is the project on schedule and when does the 
plant come on stream? 


[Answer] In principle, the project will be completed in just 
Over two years. 


It is scheduled to come on stream during the second 
quarter of 1993. 


Final detailed schedules of the relatively complex commis- 
sioning plans are not yet available. 


[Question] What is the value of the project and 1s it still 
within budget? 


[Answer] The job cost of the overall Sasol | renovation 
project has been given as R [rands] 750-million. 


We have not provided a breakdown of this. 


[Question] Could you describe how the wax 1s derived and 
what its relationship is with synfuels manufacturing sec- 
tion of Sasol 1? 


[Answer] Wax is produced from the Fischer-Tropsch pro- 
cess in a similar manner to synfuels, however, the pro- 
cesses and catalysts are modified. 


The fixed bed Arge process has been optimised for wax 
production whereas the fluidised bed Synthol process is 
more suitable for fuels production. 


[Question] It is understood that you sell 20,000 tons of wax 
a year to the United States, where it is used to coat paper 
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drinking cups. Could you comment on this and indicate to 
what extent this market is growing and how it impacts the 
polystyrene cup market? 


{ Answer] Sasol waxes are sold and used for a large number 
of applications including candles, crayons, electrical appli- 
ances, printing inks and hot melt adhesives. 


Paper coating is just one of the many applications and one 
in which normal pai _!fin waxes dominate. 


Your information with regard to quantities is not accurate, 
but we cannot provide market data to you. 


[Question] We understand that the so-called “straight 
chain” wax or hard wax produced by Sasol’s Arge process 
is of a very high standard and sells at between R10,000 and 
R 15,000 a ton. Could you comment on this and also on the 
fact that synfuels only fetch around R300 a ton by com- 
parison? 


{ Answer] Sasol waxes are high quality waxes which do have 
unique niche applications and fetch premium prices. 


Sasol believes that it has a distinct leadership position in 
the business both locally and internationally. 


However, THE ENGINEERING NEWS’ figures are very 
clearly exaggerated. 


[Question] It 1s understood that the Shell Petroleum Com- 
pany intends building on wax facilities in the Far East 
which will also use the Arge technology. Is this so and what 
impact is this project expected to have on Sasol’s domi- 
nating position in the high quality wax market? 


[Answer] Shell has publicly announced that it intends 
building a Fischer-Tropsch type plant to make middle 
distillates from natural gas. 


Shell is not using Sasol’s process, nor as far as we are aware 
have they announced any intention to produce waxes in 
this plant. 


If the process and catalysts are similar this is indeed 
possible. 


[Question] What high value-added chemicals can be made 
from the special wax? 


[Answer] Waxes have a broad spectrum of uses, either on 
their own or in combination with other components. 


[Question] The wax from the Arge process has special 
properties. Could you provide the chemical composition 
of the wax in the Arge process and indicate how it differs 
from other waxes and what its special properties are? 


[Answer] Waxes produced by Sasol do have special prop- 
erties. 


These properties are exploited in tailoring wax fractions to 
specific uses. 


Its chemical composition will not show the differences. 


As with any speciality chemical, the product tends to be 
sold on performance not on specific analysis. 
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{Question} Could you describe the plant that produces the 
wax as well as the main equipment that will be required for 
the expansion of the plant? 


[Answer] The Arge plant that produces the wax consists of 
a synthesis gas loop at the heart of which 1s a large fixed 
bed reactor. 

The equipment includes reactors, pumps, compressors and 
heat exchangers. 

{Question} Please could you describe the instrumentation 
and process control devices to be used on the plant and 
State where they are sourced? 

[Answer] The project has not reached the stage where 
instrumentation or process control equipment vendors 
have been selected. 

{Question} Could you provide a list of contractors and 
sub-contractors engaged on the proyect in the fields of civil, 
mechanical, electrical and chemical process engineering as 
well s the value of each contract? 

[Answer] The project has not reached the stage at which 
detailed sub-contracts are awarded. 


[Question] Could you describe the two new Arge reactors 
and in what way has their upgrading been beneficial? 
[Answer] The two new Arge reactors are designed to extend 
the existing plant. 


The design has been modernised and improved and the 
train capacity increased. 

{Question} South Africa still imports 50,000 tons of wax a 
year, yet Sasol is exporting wax. Are we talking about 
totally different waxes? 

[Answer] Sasol does supply local markets when this 1s 
feasible. Sasol waxes can be made to be suitable for most 
USCS. 

[Question] The market for hard wax products 1s estimated 
at 200,000 tons a year. Who are the other players in this 
market? 

[Answer] There are a large number of wax producers on the 
international markets. 

[Question] How are these hard waxes used in hot melt 
adhesives? 

{ Answer] Waxes are a single component in the formulation 
of hot melt adhesives. 

You will have to consult the manufacturers for details, 
many of which we believe may be proprietary. 
{Question} Sasol 1s said to have cornered the market in 
which these waxes are used in hot melt adhesives. Is this 
correct? 

[Answer] Sasol waxes do have certain unique properties, 
making them suitable for certain applications. 

The market remains, however, a competitive one. 


[Question] Why and how are they used in electrical insu- 
lators? 
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[Answer] Wax is used as an insulating material which can 
be melted and poured into open spaces. 


[Question] It is understood that they an be used in chewing 
gum. What purpose do they serve in this application? 


[Answer] Please consult the gum manufacturers. 


[Question] What chances are there of exporting such 
products, containing Sasol wax, to Africa? 


[Answer] Sasol is obviously examining opportunities for 
sales in African markets as these appear. 


[Question] To what extent is Sasol a producer of medium 
waxes and what is the ratio between the output of hard and 
medium waxes? 


[Answer] Sasol produces soft, medium and hard waxes as 
well as a number of specifically prepared or modified 
products. 


The precise ratios are confidential. 
[Question] Are there any other issues you would like to 
raise? 


{ Answer] None. 


* Mossgas Project Completion; Future Prospects 


* Progress Described 


914F1116A Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 19 Apr 91 pp 16, 41-42 


{Interview with Mossgas project counselor, Bob St. Leger 
by Jill Stanford; place and date not given; first paragraph 
is ENGINEERING NEWS introduction; words in bold- 
face as published. ] 


[Text] The Mossgas project is 90.5 percent complete and 
will be producing transportation fuels next year. Petro- 
chemicals could be a later development, but certainly not 
in the immediate future, says Mossgas project counsellor 
Bob St. Leger in an interview with THE ENGINEERING 
NEWS. 


What is the progress on the Mossgas project? 


At the end of February the overall project was 90.5 percent 
complete. 


The onshore refinery was 89.4 percent complete and the 
offshore segment 93.6 percent complete. 


We are expecting first gas onshore in August and expect to 
be in commercial production during the second quarter of 
next year. 


The first gas to be brought onshore will be used in some of 
the pre-commissioning operations. 


What activities are presently taking place offshore? 


Hook-up, which is the connecting of the individual mod- 
ules into an overall plant, is currently underway. 


This includes pipework, electrics and instrumentation, and 
the testing and final commissioning of the services. 
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We now have a certificate which confirms that the accom- 
modation module is safe and fit for use. 


The hook-up operation will continue until we start drilling 
in a couple of months’ time. 


Have contracts been awarded for platform services, such as 
catering and laundering, and ongoing contracts such as 
maintenance. If so, which companies have won these con- 
tracts? 


Our major subcontractor is Soekor [Souther Oil Explora- 
tion Company] which is the operator for the offshore 
platform. 


Court Helicopters of George is providing the helicopter 
service, General Botha (Cape Technikon) is running off- 
shore survival training and Cape Catering is providing the 
catering services offshore. 


What work is still to be completed onshore? 


Onshore construction is 67.2 percent complete which 
means that civil works are drawing to a close; bul a 
substantial amount of piping, electrical, instrumentation 
and finishing work has still to be completed. 


Are any contracts outstanding? If so what are these, when 
are tenders to be called and contracts to be awarded? 


There are no contracts of any significance outstanding. 


That does not mean to say that a contractor will not get 
additional work or that current contracts will not be 
extended. 


The onshore project is apparently five weeks behind 
schedule. What steps are being taken to improve this delay? 


We are about five weeks behind the plan that was devel- 
oped in August last year, but within the original pro- 
gramme established at the inception of the project in 1987 
when we said that mechanical construction would be 
completed by the end of this year. 


Where economical and effective, we are running more than 
one shift to complete critical elements of the work. 


In addition, the construction and operation teams are 
working closely to parallel construction and pre- 
commissioning activities to curtail slippage in operational 
dates. 


An example of this co-operation was seen when the raw 
water treatment plant, which was running late, went from 
what we call “ready for commissioning” to “ready for 
operation” in less than a day, an operation which usually 
takes a long time. 


The raw water treatment plant was the first process unit to 
be commissioned on site. To date, which other units have 
been commissioned and which are to be commissioned soon? 


The main electrical supply to the project and the plant and 
instrument air have been commissioned. 


The fire water is presently being commissioned. 


lant will be 
ilers. 


Further along the line the demineralised water p 
next because this water is needed to start u 
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In general terms, the utility systems will be commissioned 
very rapidly over the next few months before we move into 
the process parts of the project. 


Your aims for local content were: onshore, 80 percent by 
value, offshore 70 percent by value and project management 
and engineering 80 percent. What percentages have actually 
been achieved? 


The onshore local conient by value is about 80 percent as 
planned, offshore is 64 percent versus 70 percent. 


Project management and engineering manhours will be 
about 79 percent versus our 80 percent target. 


How much in money terms has been secured in counter trade 
agreements as a result of the Mossgas project? Can you give 
some examples of the equipment and services that have been 
exported and imported? What is the value of counter trade 
agreements that are still in the pipeline? 


The counter trade agreements that have already been 
executed amount to R [rands] 226-million. 


Supplier counter trade commitments add up to R1,013- 
billion and extend over five years. 


If these counter trade agreements are taken into account 
the effective local content will increase to about 86 per- 
cent. 


It is also likely that once export agreements have been 
established, further exports may flow out of these transac- 
tions which of course Mossgas will not know about. 


Imports to South Africa include the compressors, heavy 
vessels such as the hot quench towers and a high per- 
centage of the process piping. 


More of the process piping could have been sourced locally 
if the new API [American Petroleum Institute] grade pipe 
mill for sizes up to 200 mm had been available. 


Most of the process valves and fittings had to be imported 
as well as the specialised distributed control system which 
came from Germany, the largest of the electric motors and 
the turbo alternators which were sourced from England. 


Other items include the special elements in the air separa- 
tion plant which came from the original designer and 
manufacturer Linde. 


Can you highlight some of the mechanical feats of the 
project? 


The three synthol feed compressors have variable speed 
drives, and the combination of the power (19.5 MW) and 
speed (4,500/5,000 rpm) of those drives makes them fairly 
unique. 


The 26 MW main air compressors were the largest that 
Demag has ever made of that type, while the hot quench 
towers, weighing about 450 tons each, were the largest 
items transported to the refinery site in one piece. 


The heavy lift ships that we used to transport the heavy 
loads from overseas to Mossel Bay harbour are among only 
five in the world 
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If we had not been able to utilise them, we would have had 
to import smaller components to assemble on site or 
modify the harbour. 


The main turbo generator is relatively small compared to 
those Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission] uses, but, 
apart from generating power, it has various steam pass out 
features for process steam distribution purposes which 
makes it very interesting mechanically. 


Projects like Sasol [South African Coal, Oil, and Gas 
Corporation] 2 and 3 have a much larger amount of piping 
than Mossgas but it is still a significant feature of this 
project. 


Thus on completion the onshore project will have 626 km 
of piping, 235,000 fittings and flanges, 54,000 valves, 
1,873 km of electric cable and 849 km of instrument cable. 


How many people were trained for the Mossgas project and 
how many of these were used in the construction of the 
offshore and onshore sectors and in what capacities? 


A total of 7,828 people were trained under the civil and 
MEI training schemes. 


Of those trained 3,622 were civil and 1,825 MEI. 


Four thousand and twenty-seven trainees have been uti- 
lised in semi-skilled capacities on the project. 


The remainder have been absorbed by the construction 
industry as a whole and have contributed to reducing the 
overall shortage of manpower. 


The training schemes were certainly worthwhile and we 
hope that industry will continue to address this critical 
issue although difficult in the economic downturn. 


Several additions have been made to the refinery since 
construction began. Can you say what these are? 


The capacity of the plant has been increased to make 
maximum use ot the offshore gas. 


We have added a liquified natural gas (LNG) plant to 
provide buffer gas storage to improve operational reli- 
ability. 

The operational costs of the plant have been reduced by 
adding a waste heat electrical power generation system and 
by using variable speed drives on some of the main 
compressors. 


Originally we did not expect the marine loading facility at 
Voorbaai to be part of the project but rather a part of the 
distribution system provided by the oil industry. 


However, adding the facility, which comprises tankage at 
Voorbaai, a marine pipeline and a single point mooring 
buoy, will reduce overall costs. 


What percentage of the country’s fuel consumption will 
Mossgas’ fuel constitute? 


Under current legislation this is still a secret. 


Together with the Sasols, Mossgas brings the country’s self 
sufficiency in fuels up to the level that is required by 
government. 
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Can you discuss the distribution of the fuel, how is it to be 
distributed, where to, and in what percentages? 


About 15 percent of the fuel will be distributed by the oil 
companies in the Mossel Bay distribution area which 
extends through to George and Knysna and as far north as 
Beaufort West. 


The remaining 85 percent will be shipped out mainly to 
Port Elizabeth and East London for further distribution in 
those areas. 


Which company is buying the oxygen and nitrogen by- 
product? 


The oxygen and nitrogen is being bought by Afrox. 


Which companies are involved in the construction of the 
solid waste disposal site? 


Our consultant on the waste disposal site 1s Steffan, 
Robertson and Kirsten. 


The construction of these facilities whic!) comprise mainly 
earth moving and linings is already underway as exten- 
sions of contracts already in progress on site. 


Can you provide details of the waste disposal site and how 
sophisticated is this waste management system in compar- 
ison to other facilities in the world? 


The solid waste disposal facility is very sophisticated by 
world standards incorporating the most up to date inter- 
national thinking and standards. 


It will be both aesthetically and environmentally accept- 
able. 


We are using impervious layers in the construction of the 
site to ensure that nothing is leached into the underground 
water while the design and operation takes account of 
problems such as dust and odours. 


In addition to being approved by all the appropriate 
authorities, the site’s design and operation was outlined to 
interested environmental parties on 8 June last year in an 
effort to keep everybody informed. 


Will the site practise recycling methods? 
Aqueous effluents will be recycled but not solids. 


The sophisticated plant, one of the largest in the world and 
built at a cost of about R60-million, allows us to re-use the 
water while the process also generates water. 


To prevent the dissolved solids content in the treated 
water becoming too high, a step stream (blow down) is 
discharged about 115 km out to sea. 


It is a non-toxic, high salt solution, and at this distance, the 
depth of the water is sufficient to achieve the correct 
dilution. 


What is the possibility of Mossgas never producing synfu- 
els, but becoming a facility for the production of high value 
chemicals? 
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There is no question of this; Mossgas was designed to 
produce transportation fuels and will be doing so next 
year. 


One has an assured market for these fuels at a relatively 
stable price. 


The petrochemicals market fluctuates and the volume of 
chemicals required is smaller. 


Petrochemicals could be a later development but certainly 
not in the immediate future. 


Demand for ethylene will outstrip Sasol’s production of 
400,000 tons in 1999. Industry suggests that Mossgas is an 
obvious source of ethylene which could be extracted during 
the Fischer-Tropsch process. What are your comments on 
these suggestions? 


The demand for ethylene in South Africa can be met in a 
number of different ways and is being studied by some 
parties at present. 


Clearly Mossgas would be interested in supplying feed- 
stock to an ethylene producer if commercially attractive to 
us. 


We do not have the money to finance a conversion project 
such as this however, and it would have to stand on its own 
feet. 


There was a strategic need for synfuels at the time govern- 
ment approved finance for Mossgas, but it is today 
unlikely to finance a petrochemical project. 


* Industries View Project 


9]/4F1116B Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 19 Apr 91 pp 21, 34, 39 


[Interview by Kim Trollip; place and date not given; 
words in boldface as published; first paragraph ENGI- 
NEERING NEWS is introduction. |} 


[Text] Ten years after Soekor’s [Southern Oil Exploration 
Company] discovery of the FA gasfield, the construction of 
the R [rands] 8.9-million Mossgas project is drawing to a 
close. The ENGINEERING NEWS staff writer Kim 
Trollip approached representatives of a cross section of 
industries, who have worked on the project over the past 
few years, for their impressions of it 


South African industry has recerved a multibillion rand 
boost with the construction of its first offshore platform 
and a grassroots onshore refinery. 


The pump industry, for example, supplied R40-million to 
R50-million worth of pumps, drive machinery and auxil- 
liary equipment to the Mossgas project. 


This involved a total of some 450 units and some one 
million manhours of direct employment. 


The Pumps Industry 


Sandy Laird of the South African Pump Manufacturers 
Association says most of the pumps were made from local 
raw materials, so the contribution to the base metal and 
engineering industry was also significant. 
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“The pump industry developed special skills and expertise 
to make the very high quality pumps required by the 
petrochemical industry in the late 1970s for Sasol [South 
African Coal, Oil, and Gas Corporation] 2 and Sasol 3, but 
these skills were partially lost before the Mossgas project 
revived them.” 


“They are skills that are valuable to the pump industry in 
the overall world export market.” 


“In addition, the contribution to overhead costs and the 
employment provided for the workforces in performing 
these contracts was most welcome.” 


THE ENGINEERING NEWS asked Laird for his overall 
impression of Mossgas. 


“The project was initiated as a strategic venture to main- 
tain a significant proportion of South Africa’s liquid fuel 
production within the borders of the country.” 


“There was a political input in terms of creating growth in 
the Port Elizabeth area, and to train building, welding, 
fitting and construction workers.” 


Although there has been considerable criticism of the cost 
overrun, it 1s one of the largest projects executed anywhere 
in the world.” 


“It has created an excellent image worldwide of South 
Africa’s engineering competence.” 


“The quality and inspection standards raised quality 
awareness throughout the foundry and pump industry,” 
says Laird. 


Looking to the activities of the pump industry in the 
post-Mossgas era. Laird says that although there are no 
mega-projects on the horizon, there are many smaller 
chemical and process plant industries developing. 


The fact that mega-projects maintain skills and capability 
within the industry, will be missed, he says. 


“With urbanisation, the need for water and sewage retic- 
ulation will require a vast number of pumps.” 


“The pump manufacturers supply to many industries, 
including agriculture, mining, chemical and process, pulp 
and paper, sugar power generation, water supply and 
sewage disposal, so there is a vast range of opportunities 
always available.” 


“This is in addition to the general domestic and swimming 
pool markets,”’ says Laird. 


The Valves Industry 


“The valve and actuator industry has played a major role 
in the equipping of both the offshore platform and the 
refinery.” 


So says Ben Collins, chairman of the South African Valve 
and Actuator Manufacturers’ Association (Savama). 


Process fluids as well as service water, waste and effluents 
are all controlled by valves.” 
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‘Much of a plant of this nature is automatically and/or 
remotely controlled, necessitating the use of valve actua- 
tors,’ reports Collins. 


‘“Savama members have been heavily involved in Mossgas 
from its inception and right up to this present stage.” 


‘Fortunately some members have supplied locally manu- 
factured products.” 


Collins adds that the predominance of valves and electric 
actuators are, however, imported at present. 


“The process valves demanded by the petrochemical 
industry are being introduced by various manufacturers 
locally.” 


“The association would hope for more large petrochemical 
installations in the not too distant future to justify the 
capital investment in the specialised valve market.” 


‘‘Mossgas have provided a major opportunity for the valve 
industry to gain experience in the petrochemical field.” 


“It has also acted as a catalyst to manufacturers to venture 
into new product lines.” 


Collins says that the boost to the potential market size- 
both initial installation and future replacement and repair 
business— is a benefit the industry needed. 


His impression is that the project has been an example oi 
professional management and technology at its best. 


“The argument as to its economic viability will rage on 
forever, no doubt.” 


‘Our overall impression however, is that the country will 
enjoy spin-off growth in many fields.” 


Looking to the post-Mossgas era, the chairman maintains 
that the valve industry derives about 60 percent or more of 
its livelihood from replacement business. 


“The capital projects—such as new breweries, mine shafts, 
chemical and petrochemical plants, dams and water treat- 
ment facilities—which happen along, are the cherry on 
top.” 


‘High profile projects create great excitement, but tend to 
hide the very important day-to-day projects that keep the 
valve industry (and all others) very busy,” says Collins. 


The Pipes and Tubes Industry 


“Only the large bore manufacturers within the welded steel 
tube and pipe industry were involved directly in the 
project,’ explains Mike Gahagan, president of the Associ- 
ation of Steel Pipe and Tube Manufacturers of South 
Africa. 


“They were heavily involved in the supply of pipe in the 
200 mm to 1.5 m range—for both above and below ground 
onshore installation.” 


‘No pipe was supplied for the offshore installation.” 


‘Our small bore manufacturers had no direct involvement 
with Mossgas as all business was handled by the various 
distributors of their product.” 
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The overall benefit to the small bore welded tube industry 
is estimated to be relatively small.” 


Gahagan says that from a technological point of view, 
there was very little benefit to the industry as no new 
technology needed to be introduced. 


‘Financially, Mossgas was of some benefit to the large bore 
industry by virtue of the additional one-off volume of 
demand generated.” 


His overall impression of the Mossgas venture 1s that “in a 
general sense the project appears to have been far more 
expensive than anyone imagined at the outset.” 


“It is very difficult to foresee it as a financial success, even 
in the long-term.” 


“If, however, it stimulates the search for further oil 
reserves, it could again provide additional one-off demand 
for our industry.” 


Looking beyond Mossgas, the president comments that 
there are no immediate projects involving either govern- 
ment, quaSi-government or private enterprise capital 
expenditure on steel tubes and pipes. 


“This position ts likely to continue until such time as the 
economic growth rate in this country stimulates new 
investment; whether it be from internal or foreign inves- 
tors.” 


“While | am pessimistic about the future development of 
the gold mining industry, | am confident that a political 
settlement in this country will engender a flow of new 
capital which will in part benefit our industry.” 


“Until this happens, the tube and pipe industry will 
continue to service the established market sectors of 
industry in the Republic, as well as strive to develop 
further, its not inconsiderable export drive,” reports 
Gahagan. 


The Welding Industry 


“The welding supply industry and the welding fabrication 
and construction industry were very much involved in 
Mossgas,”’ says the South African Institute of Welding 
(SAIW) executive director Chris Smallbone. 


“For example, Dorbyl Heavy Engineering manufactured 
the nodes for the Mossgas platform and, for its outstanding 
achievement, was presented with the SAIW gold medal 
award.” 


“Genrec Offshore, Babcock, Dorby! Ship-builders, CBI 
and many other fabricators manufactured many items 
locally.” 


“Several of these items were made for the first time ever in 
South Africa.” 


“That means that our industry has benefitted tremen- 
dously from the project.” 


“A considerable amount of technology from overseas was 
transferred to local companies.” 
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Smallbone says many jobs were created for South African- 
based people and training of personnel at all levels became 
a priority. 


‘Welding inspector, welding supervisor and certification 
schemes were shown to be successful.” 


“In fact, Mossgas-sponsored non-destructive testing 
training was probably the most successful of its type that 
has taken place in South Africa.” 


“The people involved deserve credit for a job well done.” 


The executive director adds that overseas countries and 
individuals were very impressed with the personnel certi- 
fication schemes. 


‘My overall impression of the project is that it was an 
excellent venture.” 


“If not for Mossgas, emigration would have increased, 
confidence in the country would have dropped further and 
the lot of South Africans, during 1987 to 1990, would have 
been very bad.” 


“It raised spirits, helped families to survive and put pride 
back into many areas of South African life.” 


‘Unfortunately there are a few negative aspects; in partic- 
ular, the failure of the South African Fabrication and 
Construction Training Trust Fund (SAFCTF).” 


‘It was a very sound idea and some people worked very 
hard to make it succeed,”’ says Smallbone. 


‘Unfortunately when there is too much interference, from 
people with too much influence and who have no idea on 
training matters, problems arise.” 


‘Many senior people in the industry felt that money was 
being wasted, particularly in the training of skilled workers 
such as welders and the powers that be realised their folly 
too late.” 


‘As you are aware, |,000 expatriates were imported on the 
job and, between disputes and riots, a sour taste was left in 
the area of training our own people.” 


Smallbone believes a very bad perception, still prevalent, 
is that some companies and individuals made excessive 
amounts of money on the project with very little effort. 


“This is true of those involved with the supply of labour in 
particular.” 


e working on the 
appears to be a 


“Otherwise, there were many § 
project who have ended up ¢ 
good job.” 


Looking to the future, he comments that the only major 
projects on the horizon are the Sasol, Genref and Caltex 
expansions, which are not of the magnitude of Mossgas. 


‘Industry is very worried and this is substantiated by the 
large number of retrenchments in the welding, fabrication 
and construction industries.” 
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“Emigration has been countered by the immigration of 
skilled people, particularly from Eastern Europe, and we 
have an actual need to increase the number of skilled 
people to create new jobs.” 


“The institute has always viewed southern Africa posi- 
tively and has been working on establishing a council! for 
the region under the International Institute of Welding 
(11W).” 


Smallbone comments that over the next four years, good 
markets may Open up for those with the will to succeed. 


“Exports on a worldwide basis must be a priority.” 


“Some fabricators have realised this and have delegated 
people to market their expertise, but the fat cat syndrome 
still exists in too many areas.” 


“We hosted ten prominent overseas people on a trade and 
technology delegation and they were amazed at the facili- 
ties and capability available.” 


“We may not be up to date in certain areas of technology 
bul expertise 1s available to supply overseas markets.” 


He concludes that South Africa has a lot to offer and must 
get the team work going. 


“People must get off their backsides and face the exciting 
challenges which lie ahead.” 


The Steel Supply Industry 


Michael Hoffman of the Association of Steel Merchant 
Stockholders of South Africa says the merchants were 
involved in Mossgas in a limited capacity compared to the 
producer mills. 


“The actual manufacturing of offshore facilities utilises 
special grades of steel supplied directly by the mills.” 
“Insofar as ancillary work is concerned, steel merchants 
were involved in the supply to existing engineering facili- 
ties, who had contracts and sub-contracts.” 

Looking to the future, Hoffman says there is the added 


attraction of projects coming on stream throughout 
southern Africa in general. 


“There 1s no doubt that the steel merchants will play a role 
in this demand.” 


“Normal growth will give mse to project development, 
notwithstanding that there are no specific mega-projects 
on the drawing board,” Hoffman maintains. 


* Onshore Plant Final Stage 
YIAFI116C Johannesburg ENGINEERING NEWS 
in English 19 Apr 91 p 29 


{Words in boldface as published] 


[Text] Construction on the onshore plant has entered the 
final stretch and the facility should be ready by year-end. 


In a report in the Mossgas in-house publication MOSS- 
NET. newly appointed resident GM [general manager] for 
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onshore managing contractor BDL, Glen Weston, says the 
construction plans laid in 1988 are now coming to a 
conclusion. 


“December 1991 is the date that was originally set for the 
plant’s handover to Mossgas and, due to the tremendous 
effort by everyone involved on the project, we remain 
confident that this milestone will be achieved on target.” 


Weston says that ai the end of January 1991, the project 
was 87.8 percent complete, compared to the 88.6 percent 
scheduled. 


The demobilisation of the labour force began after it 
peaked at 13,500. 


“Although the percentage completion gives an overall 
measure of progress, of more interest to Mossgas at this 
Stage, are dates for completion of individual units on the 
plant.” 


The Onshore Position 


“Following these dates, operations can commence its com- 
mussioning activities.” 


“In this regard specific units will be progressively handed 
over during the course of 1991, with the latest units only 
being completed during the last quarter of the year.” 


Weston says the construction programme 1s approximately 
10 days behind schedule. 


This is attributed to the considerable delay of the construc- 
tion schedule over the past year caused by the late receipt 
of equipment and matenials. 


The majority of the equipment has now been received on 
site and the material delivery position has improved to the 
point where contractors can plan their workload to meet 
the construction programme. 


He says industrial unrest also adversely affected several 
contractors, particularly during December 1990 and early 
January 1991. 


The Highlights 
Looking back over the past two years, the BDL GM sees 


the heavy lift programme, which 1s all but complete, as one 
of the highlights of the project. 


Few problems were encountered during this programme. 
“With the equipment in position, the follow-on trades, 
particularly piping, are proceeding.” 

“Another important milestone was the completion of all 
the buildings in January 1991.” 


“The energising of the main permanent power supply on 
site in early February was also a major step forward.” 


“This allows for the distribution of power to various units 
and for the commissioning of electrical systems 
throughout the plant,” he says. 


“It also means that the site lighting can be utilised, thereby 
minimising extended day working during the winter 
months and allowing nightshift operations.” 
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Future Challenges 


“In the final year of the project, the main challenge is to 
ensure the sequential handover of units to operations on 
schedule.” 


“Another challenge will be to minimise the period between 
handover and the beneficial operation of units,” says 
Weston. 


“There is good cooperation and understanding between 
the construction and operations teams to achieve the end 
result of plant operability.” 
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“An integrated electrical and instrumentation team has 
been established and is proving to be very successful in 
carrying out the final checks from the construction phase 
right through to handover.” 


“The establishment of a similar team for the mechanical 
and piping disciplines is under review,” he says. 


Weston is positive about the future of Mossgas and he 
hopes that further reserves will give opportunity for expan- 
sion of the plant. 
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ANGOLA 


* Pinnock Discusses New Post, Political Future 


YJAF1118A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA in 
Portuguese (SECOND CADERNO SUPPLEMENT) 
12 May 91 pp 1-2 


[Interview with Johnny Eduardo Pinnock, new Central 
Committee member and vice minister of external rela- 
tions for cooperation, by Joao Pokongo; first paragraph 
iS JORNAL DE ANGOLA introduction. ]} 


[Text] Johnny Eduardo Pinnock, an Angolan activist who 
says he dedicates himself completely to serving the people, 
has just joined the MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] and then, all of a sudden, is elected 
to its Central Committee. Having gone from the JUPA 
(Young People of the Union of the Angolan People), to the 
UPA [Union of the Angolan People], to the FNLA 
{National Front for the Liberation of Angola] and now to 
the MPLA, means that “young” Johnny Pinnock has risen 
on a political trayectory that makes him a rarity in some 
circles, although he would not agree with this statement. 
Schooled in international public law, he now holds the post 
of vice minister of external relations for cooperation. “A 
figure who interests the political leaders,’ was what a 
delegate to the recently-ended Special Congress of MPLA 
said some days ago. He smiles readily but takes a serious 
approach to discussions of serious matters. So young, and 
yet he has a lot of advice to give. Political life has aged him. 
The inclusion on the Central Committee of ex-members of 
Holden Roberto’s old FNLA has surprised both friends 
and enemies. Comments poured in from all sides. Not 
wanting to miss the opportunity, JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
listened to what Johnny Eduardo Pinnock had to say in an 
interview conducted by Joao Pokongo, with photographs 
by Paulino Damiao. The new member of the Central 
Committee insisted on raising subjects of political interest 
during the interview, but that was not all. The two-hour 
conversation 1s reproduced below: 


[Pokongo] How do you feel now that you have been elected 
to the MPLA Central Committee? 


[Pinnock] I do not feel any different. | am the same Johnny 
Eduardo as ever. Perhaps | have more responsibilities and 
am more careful about everything I say, everything i do. | 
have a responsible position on the supreme authority, and 
each of us who 1s a leader on the body that governs this 
country has to keep one thing constantly in mind: that we 
have to serve as an example for all the people, all the other 
militants in the Party. We are the image, the mirror, of the 
Party—and not only of the Party, but the whole country. 
All our actions, our performance, must now pass muster. 
That is why I always felt it is not enough just to get onto the 
Central Committee and be part of a governing body. One 
must also know how to earn the trust of the people, the 
trust of the leaders, and how to live up to one’s responsi- 
bilities. That 1s overwhelming indeed. 


[Pokongo] Specifically what will you be able to do for 
MPLA in the Kikoongo, especially during the election 
campaign” 
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[Pinnock] That is the problem that immediately comes to 
people’s minds when a leader of a certain origin 1s 
appointed. Right away, people think some kind of geopo- 
litical deal is being made—some arrangement that gives 
the party a representation in all the kimbos, bualas, 
regions, etc., etc. 


Of course I know that every one of us has his duty. We may 
have been born in Luanda or in Lubango, but our parents 
came from elsewhere. I cannot deny that | am from the 
North, from the Kikoongo region. | am responsible for the 
country, not just for the Kikoongo region. 


I have to admit, too, that in the hearts of the people in 
those communities that knew my father and knew me, or 
still know me—of course there was, 1s, and necessarily will 
be an impact. 


MPLA has been criticized by the same old frustrated 
elements. And here I would like to digress and say that I do 
not like frustrated people. A frustrated person—a political 
figure, or one who practices politics out of frustration—is 
dangerous. What kind of man goes into politics out of 
frustration? One who when he 1s in office says everything 
is going well, everything 1s fine and dandy, but once he ts 
removed from office, says everything is terrible. And I, for 
example, know there are comrades out there who are 
organizing themselves into parties and who used to belong 
to other political formations. And so I ask: If they had not 
been dismissed, would they have the courage at this time of 
multipartitism to resign in order to form their party? So 
those are the ones | call frustrated—that 1s, they are 
rebelling against the fact that they were relieved of their 
duties. Those men are dangerous, they have no standards 
of behavior, no vestiges of character. Because anyone with 
any character at all k vows why he 1s doing this or that. 
Unfortunately, | cannot be more specific, but | know 
thousands of them out there. You, comrade, also know 
thousands out there and | can tell you right now that others 
are going to rise up tomorrow and say: “we are leaders,” 
etc., etc. But I repeat my question: If they had not been 
dismissed, then would they themselves have the courage to 
resign in order to set up their parties? Well, that was the 
point I wanted to make, and now I will get back to your 
question. 


In answer, | would say that was one of the criticisms of 
MPLA—lack of selectivity of regions. In certain countries, 
the leaders—and especially of the head of state—are 
concerned about trying to bring about an equilibrium 
among regions. 


In the case of MPLA, of course, many things were said. 
And I am going to tell you very frankly that | do not know 
who is who, and I do not believe I have to know, and I do 
not even care whether Minister So-and-So is from this or 
that region. But perhaps as time goes on, while I am 
working and dealing with them, | will come to find out 
accidentally. What I do not like to do 1s ask: Where is that 
man from? But from where? He is from Angola! That 1s 
why it is not necessary to ask about your region. I do not 
like to do that. Therefore, one thing 1s sure: I do not know 
exactly what was on the minds of our comrade president 
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and the other colleagues at the party congress when they 
elected us to the Central Committee. But our biographical 
sketches (mine and Paulo Tuba’s) mentioned the regions 
we are from. And it is obvious that there will be competi- 
tion, because if certain people were silenced for all those 
years—15 or 16 years—then they are going to open theiz 
mouths now, they are going to talk. | do not want to 
mention names, but you already know more or less who | 
am talking about because they are already starting to cail 
us Certain names. But the thing 1s, we are not going to play 
that game. We are on the Central Committee of the MPLA 
to help, to learn, and to be an example for others to show 
that the entire Angolan family can be brought together in 
the bosom of a single party, with no need for a prolifera- 
tion of parties. We achieved this at a time when the FNLA 
is reviving—1.e., when some people out there want to 
resuscitate it. At a time when democracy and freedom of 
choice are in sight, we have chosen MPLA. That has to be 
said, that has to be emphasized. 


[Pokongo] But will this choice not make you lose your best 
friends? 


[Pinnock] The people are our best friends. The people are 
your best friends, too. You do not know me and I do not 
know you either, but because we are ordinary men and 
because we are Angolans, here we are. And that is what is 
most important. 


[Pokongo] UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] now says that your joining MPLA is a 
sign of Opportunism.... 


[Pinnock] On whose part? 


{[Pokongo] On the part of the two elements who joined, 
who abandoned and betrayed other elements, and joined 
MPLA at the last minute.... 


[Pinnock] (smiles) That really makes me want to laugh, 
you know why? It makes me think of a pickpocket who 1s 
watching other pickpcckets. Savimhi was the first to 
abandon FNLA. That is a known fact. The first one to 
abandon FNLA, in its history, was him. What does he see 
wrong in our following his example—if that were the case, 
“ut it 1s not! He says he abandoned FNLA after breaking 
with Holden Roberto. We, too, ended up leaving Mr. 
Holden. But Savimbi left him out of betrayal. He is the one 
who 1s the traitor. He did not betray only FNLA, because 
to betray Holden Roberto is not to betray the People [as 
published]. When a friendship ends, well, it is over! But the 
ties with the people cannot and should not ever be broken. 
Therefore, who did we betray? An individual? A political 
grouping’ We did not leave FNLA because it was weak, no. 
We left FNLA for profound sociological and political 
reasons. | am going to give you an example: Of the 
contemporary political figures, whether they be Mussolini, 
Salazar, Bismarck, Tshombe, Odjukwu, etc., the only one 
who felt abandoned by dozens of supporters whom he 
himself trained is Mr. Holden Roberto. Mr. Roberto was 
not only abandoned by Johnny Eduardo Pinnock, Paulo 
Tuba, and Hendrick, but by a whole group of followers. 
There are others out there, but | could not even tell you 
their names, or how many there are 
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Getting back to your question, and as regards the siwte- 
ments by Jonas Savimbi’s UNITA, MPLA has not engaged 
in any act of political opportunism, nor have we, and I 
have already told you why. Let us set my own case aside 
because perhaps people out there will say that it would be 
hard for Johnny, who is in Angola, to form a party. But 
there are others who are meeting here in Luanda and 
forming parties. So let us just talk about Hendrick, Mateus 
Ferreira, and the others who are in the United States. What 
obligation did they have, what kind of pressure brought 
them into MPLA at this time when they could very well go 
back to Mr. Holden or form another party? So I do not see 
any act of opportunism at all. Opportunism would be— 
now that FNLA is coming back to life, now that multiparty 
democracy is approaching—going back to FNLA after we 
had abandoned that political organization in an act that 
silenced it. Now tht would be opportunism. If Mr. 
Savimbi were to decide to go back to FNLA today, that 
would also be opportunism. But we have freely chosen the 
MPLA, at the precise moment when only the people 
believe in a MPLA victory. All those who are forming 
parties, starting with Mr. Savimbi—incidentally, he him- 
self has already said he will win the elections because 
MPLA is in bad shape; he does not believe there will be a 
MPLA victory. Do you think we did not hear that? Well, 
we did hear it. But we are convinced that MPLA is really 
on the right track. 


[Pokongo] You believe in an MPLA victory? 


[Pinnock] I do. Not only do I believe in it, but we are going 
to help it happen. 


|Pokongo] What do you think of the organizational ability 
of MPLA, ..e., its internal life? 


[Pinnock] It is hard to make a statement on the internal 
situation in MPLA after only a few days. We had been 
looking at MPLA from outside. Give us a few days, some 
time. 


[Pokongo] But were you not an observer? 


[Pinnock] Yes, always. But you know that people think 
they can see the game better from the bleachers than from 
the playing field. All the fans watching a soccer match 
think they are better players and coaches. But things look 
different when you are on the field, or rather, on the turf. 
Therefore, to respond specifically to your question: a party 
in power can make mistakes. In fact, it is normal to make 
mistakes. What governing party in the history of this world 
has not made mistakes in governing? | believe you can 
learn only from mistakes and defeats. And I believe that 
MPLA has learned a lot of lessons and 1s able, 1.e, 1s better 
able than the other parties already formed or being formed, 
to correct its mistakes and present itself to the public as 
“cleaner.” Therefore, MPLA is in a better strategic posi- 
tion. MPLA 1s set up in all the municipalities, communes, 
and in all the cities, but the other parties thai are going to 
emerge will first have to project their names. In the case of 
FNLA, for example—if it is true that this time Mi. Holden 
Roberto has the courage to come to Angola (because he 
never had the courage to before) and face the people, well 
then, the people also have some questions to ask of him. It 
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will be hard after 16 years to “dust off” the dusty structures 
of FNLA. Some FNLA members have joined MPLA, 
others have formed or are forming their own parties. 
FNLA has vanished. It was in Paris, but only because Mr. 
Holden Roberto wanted it that wa’ Reactivating those 
structures, regaining lost ground, is not something you can 
do in one day. It is not easy. That is why MPLA, which has 
all its Organization in place, 1s in the best position. All it 
needs to do now is figure out how to correct errors, because 
there are some errors that we have to recognize. 


[Pokongo] Imagine that UNITA wins the elections... 
[Pinnock] I do not even want to imagine that... 


{[Pokongo] I am the one who is imagining it, because 
anything can happen in an election. 


[Pinnock] I do not even want to imagine it, because the 
people are not going to permit it. 


[Pokongo] But let us imagine it happens. So then we come 
to the question: If UNITA wins the elections and, because 
it needs good people, invites Johnny Pinnock to become 
part of the future government (a UNITA government in 
this case), what would be your reaction” 


[Pinnock] No—first, because they know me and are not 
going to invite me; second, because | am no’ easily 
“recruited,” nor am | opportunistic as they insinuate. 


[Pokongo] Well, imagine that they invite you.... 


[Pinnock] They will not invite me. First, | do not believe 
that they will assume power. That is not a wish, but a 
conviction. 


[Pokongo] Say they win the elections because the people 
trust them.... 


[Pinnock] But that 1s what assuming power means. | 
answer, they will lose the elections because that 1s what the 


people want. 
[Pokongo] Anyway, what if they invite you” 


[Pinnock] They will not invite me because they themselves 
know that I am not going to accept. And | myself say that 
| am not going to accept. | am not going to come to the 
rescue of those in power. I did not come to MPLA to be a 
leader. You know yourself that | spent almost seven years 
in Angola without participating in any institutions or 
governing body, and | never complained. No one ever 
heard that I was on the left or the mght and was com- 
plaining because | was not appointed. | never did that. | 
may have thought of doing so, because | am human, but to 
complain—well that way lies frustration. Since | am not 
one of those frustrated people, | never considered com- 
plaining. Well, | was appointed to a petroleum company, 
worked hard there for two years, then the company also 
went into a decline and I stayed there four years without 
doing anything, but I did not complain then either—I kept 
quiet. And you will recall that when | arrived [in Angola} I 
said—anc the whole world heard 1t\—that | had not come 
back to demand any position of responsibility. | did not 
come back for that. One thing is sure—not using me would 
be to waste the good will and abilities of a stalwart like me 
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1 said: “I am at the disposal of the president of the 
Republic.” Those were my first words when I arnved. It 
was hard to join MPLA. First, | put myself in their place. 
It is not easy to believe in a person who was once the 
number two man in an opposing party (the number one 
man, in fact, because when we arrived in Luanda, Holden 
Roberto was not here and so | headed FNLA in Luanda, 
both as prime minister and as the most prominent person 
in the country’s Political Bureau). It would be hard for any 
other governing party to appoint me to a leadership 
position. It may not be easy to believe, but | think that my 
attitude, my behavior, will end up convincing the reluctant 
ones. That 1s also very important. 


As for the idea that UNITA will win the elections, | repeat: 
I do not believe, I do not think, that the Angolan people, 
who know the difference between good and bad. will vote 
for Savimbi or vote for UNITA. If they did, they would 
make me feel like changing my nationality! So much 
suffering'’ [punctuation as published] Our suffering does 
not have two names, MPLA and UNITA, no' MPLA made 
its mistakes while working, trying to satisfy the people. 
UNITA was destroying and killing, which 1s something 
else. How can these people whom UNITA was going 
around killing vote for that organization’ | hope our 
people will not be bitter, but will simply be able to 
perceive—to have the ability and the opportunity to 
choose and say that UNITA killed and destroyed. 


[Pokongo] But the election campaign is what 1s going to 
determine... 


[Pinnock] Exactly. So let the election campaign begin 
today' | am ready, and I know that MPLA 1s ready. 
Especially because | do not think the leaders will say much; 
the people will do most of the talking. But can it be that our 
people—the people that | know, mature and seasoned as 
they are—will not have questions to ask Mr. Savimbi and 
the others? That is where the problem hes. And we will 
have to answer, convince, and satisfy the people because 
politics 1s not yust a science. Politics 1s also an art—the art 
of pleasing and persuading. To know how to please and 
persuade the public. | do not know whether UNITA will be 
able to do that, whether UNITA will ever be able to please 
the public. That 1s the crux of the problem 


[Pokongo] How do you predict that the multiparty expen- 
ence will go im Angola” 


{Pinnock} I am anxious, curious, and also somewhat 
skeptical. Anxious because, as | said, | would like to see the 
election campaign start tomorrow. We ha‘ ¢ a lot to tell the 
people and vice versa. | am curiousto see if that seven- 
headed monster really 1s going to be multipartitism, not 
multiconfusionism. | am skeptical because, after all, we 
will have to work to reconcile the people. to achieve 
reconcihation among ourselves—firt among, the leaders, 
then among the people around us. So let there be no 
illusions, because the yourney to multipartitism 1s going to 
be difficult. The only thing I do not want to see 1s 
multiconfusionism instead of multipartitism, because we 
have already expcivenced simple confusionism before, in 
1975. So now if we get superconfusionism, disguised as 
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multipartitism, that will be sad. Unfortunately that is what 
will happen initially. That multiplicity, that proliferation 
of parties, with everyone thinking they know better than 
everyone else and are more innocent than the others, could 
be a disaster. When we were fighting to liberate Angola, 
there were only two and a half parties. I say two and a half 
parties because before that there were only two parties, 
namely MPLA and FNLA, and then a half a party 
emerged, which was UNITA, or which is UNITA. Prior to 
independence, UNITA did not count as a party of libera- 
tion. We are the ones who wanted to bring UNITA to 
Alvor. And let Savimbi hear me on this point and answer 
me with specific arguments. We wanted to take UNITA 
with us because we already had Nigeria and Zaire as 
examples and did not want to start out like those countries, 
i.e., with two parties in power and the other one frustrated, 
resorting to arms. In fact, that was exactly what he did, out 
of frustration, and just look where that got UNITA! Always 
this eternal frustration... 


{Pokongo] How do you view the image of the president? 


[Pinnock] Would you believe me if I told you the truth? 
Are you going to see me as a member of the Central 
Committee? Are you going to see me as a member of the 
government? Are you going to see me as a Johnny Pinnock 
who has just become part of the governing institutions of 
this country? Are you capable of believing me, so that I can 
tell you the full truth? Just answer me, yes or no. 


{[Pokongo] The information we came to get is for our 
readers. We will see know whether they will believe you or 
not. 


[Pinnock] But sincerely, I believe that at this moment there 
are very few presidents, not only in Africa but in the whole 
world, like Jose Eduardo dos Santos. I already knew Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, but I came to know him better during 
this time, now that I am dealing and working closely with 
him. He is a man of qualities that are, shall we say, 
immeasurable. And he is a man who has an answer for 
everything. And so when you express a concern, expecting 
an answer, he gives a response that will satisfy you, as you 
expected. He is a man of rare intelligence, and a man of 
political stature hardly to be found in Africa today. 


There is another point that we must never forget when we 
talk about Eduardo dos Santos or when we analyze Edu- 
ardo dos Santos the politician: He is the only president in 
the world who did not ask to be president and did nothing 
to gain that office. 


This is very important. A man like that should not be 
opposed just for the sake of opposition. Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos did not kill anyone, did not put anyone in prison in 
order to become president, and that has to be said. And I 
think that it is from that point that all the other qualities 
are to be seen. That says a lot about him, but I do not think 
that what has been said cost him wasted time; instead, he 
won with serenity, maturity, justice, etc., and that exalted 
his image. In short, peace in Angola means Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos, no one else. We have to emphasize this. 
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{Pokongo] How did you feel when the president called on 
you to occupy the position of vice minister of external 
relations for cooperation? 


[Pinnock] If course I felt honored, because there are so 
many others out there who could easily occupy the post I 
hold today. And I do not consider myself an unusual being. 
I am an Angolan like the others. Except that I should also 
say that besides being an Angolan like the others, | am an 
activist and experienced political figure. 


It means that | can at least help to solve the problems of my 
country, my people. So I felt honored and I promised the 
comrade president to work with him, as I have always 
worked with him, with all honesty, with all moral integrity, 
giving all my strength, with the same self-sacrifice as 
always, offering the people all my intellectual ability 
without asking anything in return. 


[Pokongo] Have you run into difficulties? 


[Pinnock] No, none. I am working in the field I was 
educated in and as for the other unit, the Central Com- 
mittee, I think I feel like a fish in water. I am an element of 
the people. I do not need anyone to adopt me except the 
people. I go out to the others—in fact, I consider every 
Angolan to be my brother, every Angolan as one of my 
people. Therefore, | do not feel out of place anywhere. 


{Pokongo] How would you characterize your relationship 
with other high-ranking people in your ministry? 


[Pinnock] Perfect. If there is perfection in this world, then 
I would call it perfect, sincerely. I have met friends of long 
standing and things are going very well. 


{Pokongo] With what country does the People’s Republic 
of Angola have the most trouble cooperating? 


{Pinnock} With the United States of America. But it 1s not 
a question of cooperation, because from the point of view 
of cooperation, there is none. In fact, it needs to be pointed 
Out that we are trying to impose ceriain conditions, 
because even South Africa wants to cooperate with us. 
Now in terms of political relations, our only problem is 
with the United States of America. Some are more honest 
and more sincere than others but we can say that everyone 
is Cooperating with us and that we want to cooperate with 
everyone. I am going to tell you something that is true and 
that you should know: the United States is our main 
economic and trading partner. The kind of trade and 
economic relations we have with the United States, 
without having diplomatic or political relations, is some- 
thing (the United States) does not have with other coun- 
tries that are its friends. Sometimes we have even asked the 
United States why is supports UNITA, 1.e., what is it that 
UNITA could give the United States that is more than we 
have been giving, in terms of bilateral cooperation? 


[Pokongo] You were never invited to lecture at Agostinho 
Neto University? 


[Pinnock] That will come with time. There is a time for 
everything. I was, shall we say, a “native” of another party, 
and at that time, when the doors of the leadership bodies 
had not yet been opened, it was difficult to go certain 
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places. But I tell you that it is with great pleasure that I will 
respond to such an invitation from now on. 


[Pokongo] How do you spend your free time? 


[Pinnock] I spend my free time reading, studying, learning, 
and always working. I like to go to the beach, but I do not 
think that is the most important. Bars? Night clubs? Never. 


However, my greatest happiness is being here with my 
people. Just imagine: 1, whom Savimbi's UNITA considers 
to be a traitor, could perfectly well have gone to another 
country instead of coming here to Angola, but I decided | 
would rather come back to this country, back to the 
“unknown” without knowing what awaited me here. | 
must tell you that what I went through here was not 
insignificant, but I accepted it. In fact, | knew about all that 
before coming back, but I accepted it. Elsewhere in the 
world I would earn much more—20 or 30 times more, or 
even 100 times more in life than here—and no one can 
dispute that because I have the intellectual ability to do it, 
but I preferred to return here. Because the thing 1s, people 
do not see that side of Johnny, that of the trained activist, 
let us say, who has realized his potential and who was 
outside and could very well have continued to live outside, 
but thought he should come back to this country. But our 
people are not that immature. They understand this and it 
was the people who adopted me first, because when I came 
back here, I heard nothing on the street but encouragement 
and congratulations. The specific manifestation of this 
came when we (Paulo Tuba and I) were elected members of 
the Central Committee—and elected directly, which 1s the 
more difficult route (...) Sincerely, I felt democracy in 
action at the MPLA Congress. It was the first one | 
attended, but I felt it. Truths that offend those who tend to 
get offended were said. But everything passed with no 
major friction, without the kind of implosion, or explo- 
sion, that some people expected. 


{[Pokongo] Have you not ever thought about running for 
president in Angola some day? 


[Pinnock] (Smiles) Look, politics 1s like a pan on the stove 
that needs firewood if it is to boil. If we all become pans, 
who will be the firewood? If all of us run for the presidency, 
who will be the militants? I am fine right where I am. But 
if they appoint me to some other place, so much the 
better....I think that every person has his own star. I said a 
little while ago that Jose Eduardo dos Santos did not do 
anything to become president. I often imagine how he 
must have felt when he accepted the office of president, 
because I know he was not expecting that. He was not 
thinking about that. And perhaps, too, he did not have 
then the qualities he has now. But let us talk about today: 
Who, among those who are striving to be president, has the 
qualities of Jose Eduardo dos Santos? I doubt that any do! 
I know some of those who want to be president. | am not 
talking about all of them, because I do not know all of 
them, but some of them I do know—I know their virtues, 
their qualities, and I know their defects. But sincerely, | 
put them on the podium of my imagination and I begin, in 
my own mind, to look at them all (five or six): this is 
so-and-so, that 1s such-and-such. They cannot do the job. I 
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do not see anyone. Let us go over there and ask UNITA to 
give us a year without war so we can see whether MPLA 1s 
incompetent—as people say it is—whether President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos does not know how to lead; just one 
year, to see what we are capable of doing. | do not say 
anyone 1s irreplaceable, but out of those who want to be 
president: zero! 


{[Pokongo] How is the investment in cooperation being 
handled” 


[Pinnock] Cooperation, by the way, is the mandatory 
entrance and exit door. We have a lot of promises of 
investment; everyone wants to invest. And why are they 
not investing? Because there 1s no security. And who 1s the 
one who provokes that insecurity? It is not President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos. If there were security, President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos would be able to do two or three times 
more than he is doing today. With tranquility in this 
country, MPLA, with the personnel it has (the “best” or 
the “worst” in the world), would do something different 
than it is doing today. Now let us ask the people, who is 
impeding security in this country? Not President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos! Not MPLA! That is what I want the 
people to know. And that is what I want the people to say 
courageously, out loud, some day. 


And there is something else. When it comes time for the 
election campaign, we will be able to ask the people: how 
many thousands of people has UNITA killed? Let the 
people answer. And which family in our midst has not gone 
into mourning in this country, from North to South, from 
Kwanza-Sul to Moxico, because of UNITA? And UNITA 
calls itself a political party that fights for the people! It has 
received millions of dollars—something even friends of 
the United States are not receiving from it—but how many 
schools has UNITA built, how many bridges has it built, 
how many roads has UNITA opened. how many utility 
poles has UNITA put up, how many community wells has 
it opened? If UNITA has not build bridges and schools, 
then what is it doing with the money it 1s getting? The 
people will have to demand that money. Because UNITA 
asked for that money in the name of the people! So, the 
people have the right to ask where that money 1s, since that 
organization gets its weapons free of charge. 


{Pokongo] going back a little. You spoke about a possible 
impact that your election to the MPLA Central Committee 
may have had in the Kikoongo region. Do you believe that 
means more followers for your party in that area? 


[Pinnock] | think that is obvious. I already said that | am 
originally from those lands. Although there are some out 
there who say that Johnny Pinnock is of no importance, we 
will see about that when we are out in the field. | am 
Johnny Eduardo Pinnock, I have a name and | am always 
with the people. While certain people were afraid to come 
in 1975 because there were stray bullets flying around | 
was here, and not only in Luanda. I traveled all over 
Angola, especially in those regions all over the North that 
are mine. I was born in those regions, the people know me, 
I have always been with them—even now I go there 
sometimes. It 1s natural that those people will follow me. | 
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have another example: When I decided to return to Angola 
from the Republic of Zaire I did so with about 2,000 
armed FNLA soldiers, most of whom were from the North. 
When I said: “We are wasting time. Who do we want to 
kill? The Angolan people? It is not worth it. Let us go back 
to our country,” we returned, and here we all are. If those 
compatriots followed me, others are sure to follow me 
tomorrow. 


And all this is done in favor of the Party of which I am a 
member. Everything in favor of the victory of truth and the 


people. 
[Box p 2] 


Admiration and Friendship 


I have a lot to say about your newspaper. First, I want to 
express appreciation for the opportunity you gave me to 
transmit my opinions to the people. My second point 
concerns the unselfishness of all those who work on your 
newspaper. | do not need to come inside to know about the 
difficulties you face. Anyone who walks down the street 
sees that. If you tell a foreigner that this newspaper 1s 
published here he will say: No, not in that hole in the wall! 
This means that you are doing an excellent job under 
difficult conditions. | am not saying this just to please you. 
Third, there are the changes you have wrought in the 
newspaper. It is an entirely different newspaper! And all 
this without there having been any changes in the working 
conditions. My fourth point is the political courage—your 
political courage—and sincerely, I take my hat off to you. 
And that is how it should be. This is a newspaper that says 
“yes” when it 1s necessary to say “yes,” and “no” when it 
iS necessary to say “no.” This newspaper knows how to 
give credit where credit is due, and to put its foot down 
when it is time to put its foot down. Not everyone can do 
that. I do not personally know all the comrades who work 
on JORNAL DE ANGOLA, but to everyone from the 
directors on down, and vice versa, I express my total 
admiration and friendship. [Signed] Johnny E. Pinnock. 


* Governor Describes Situation in Kuando-Kubango 


YIAF1094C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 9 May 91 p 2 


[Article by Ilidio Pascoal] 


[Text] Menongue (from our correspondent)—Colonel 
Domingos Hungo (“SKS”), governor of Kuando-Kubango 
Province, declared recently in this city that once the war is 
ended, a new front will open, particularly for the people of 
this province, with the goal of achieving economic self- 
sufficiency. 


Naturally, improving the social conditions of the people in 
any society depends basically on economic development. 
The economic stagnation that has crippled Kuando- 
Kubango since colonial times has naturally had negative 
repercussions in all sectors, primarily in the supply of 
essential products. 


Speaking to officials in the economic area, Governor 
“SKS” stressed: “It 1s to our interest to achieve a peace 
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that will enable us to implement all the initiatives to turn 
the economy of the province around, the condition ‘sine 
qua non’ to improve the living standard of the citizens.” 


In its action program for the development of Kuando- 
Kubango Province this year, the Secretariat of the Council 
of Ministers contemplates such economic and social mea- 
sures as the expansion of the marketing system, as well as 
the creation of minimarkets and cantina-type commerce. 


In the political-administrative area, the program provides 
for the presentation of regulations for the people’s police, 
periodic registration of the population, and the creation of 
a press office, attached to the Provincial Commission, with 
its own radio and television programs. 


Meanwhile, if we look a bit at this province, past and 
present, and envision its future, we would say that 11 also 
needs short-range local programs and actions to reduce its 
dependence on other provinces of the country and perhaps 
even On imports, since the province has promising natural 
potential. 


Along this line of thought, the small foreign currency 
resources allotted to the province should be put to good use 
and devoted entirely to the production of consumer goods 
to meet domestic needs. For example, consideration 
should be given to the vast lowlands of the Kwebe and 
Kinto river valleys, the exploitation of the lumber, and 
agricultural and livestock production. 


Thought should be given to investing in the mechanization 
of agriculture, in tourism, and in technology for the 
rational exploitation of the ironwood, eucalyptus, and 
other natural resources, vegetable and animal, available in 
Kuando-Kubango Province. This offers the only hope or 
suggestion of a happy economic future. 


It is known that the Portuguese colonial regime left little or 
no legacy to the province except for the nickname “lands at 
the ends of the earth,” which has lasted into our time, and 
the precept that the punishment for unruly workers in 
Angola is to send them to Kuando-Kubango. 


In reality, the infrastructures left by the colonial rule in 
what was then Serpa Pinto District are nothing more than 
mere roofs, already full of holes, that now serve as our 
houses. 


The effects of the colonial phenomenon and the war of 
destabilization have already caused a great deal of vexa- 
tion for the inhabitants of Kuando-Kubango. 


Today, more than ever, it may be said that in these 
gracious postwar times, many people are inclined to over- 
look the “lands at the end of the earth.” 


It is also known that many people have taken advantage of 
the war situation to put into practice the common saying: 
“As long as I am here, I will make the most of it,” 
deliberately impeding or even sabotaging the projects 
outlined by the provincial government for the successful 
development of our economy, in order to line their own 
pockets. 
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Naturally, in the society of law which we are seeking to 
create, Dr. Augusto Escrivao, judge of the People’s Court 
of Kuando-Kubango Province, has already come up with 
the ideal “conjuring trick”: turn these people into a prison 
population. 


As examples of this judicial corrective measure, the former 
provincial delegates of the ministries of Trade and Energy 
and of Sonangol [National Angolan Fuel Company], the 
directors of the bakery plant and of Emprohotel [expan- 
s10n not given], and, more recently, Diampasy de Rosario, 
director of the Luando-Kubango Experimental Television, 
have been sentenced to prison terms ranging from two to 
10 years. 


It is noted that the Menongue penitentiary 1s now 
crammed with inmates. Judge Augusto Escrivao told 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA that some of them will be trans- 
ferred to the central prison in Viana or else to Bentiaba, in 
Namibe Province. 


It is a fact that crime is on the rise in Kuando-Kubango, 
Judge Escrivao told us. 


Recently, an 18-year-old youth by the name of Joao 
Augusto Casseia Dala, armed with the courage of an AKM, 
fatally shot a family member because the latter had not 
properly and personally served him his dinner during a 
family party. The People’s Court of Kuando-Kubango 
sentenced him to 22 years in prison. 


Col. Domingos Hungo (“SKS"), member of the Central 
Committee of the MPLA-PL [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola-Labor Party] and governor of 
Kubango Province, has been making the rounds, observing 
and inspecting various agencies headquartered in the prov- 
ince, which hereafter will submit reports every 30 days. 
Accompanied by the local press, the governor went to the 
Menongue penitentiary to observe the situation of the 
inmates at close hand. 


Accompanied by Antonio Azevedo, assistant governor for 
the ODP [People’s Defense Organization) and territorial 
troops, and Guilhermo do Nascimento, provincial com- 
mand r of the people’s police, Governor “SKS” toured all 
the prison facilities. 


“The inmates constitute a part of Angolan society and they 
Should be shown respect, based on the principles of human 
rights.” observed the governor of Kuando-Kubango Prov- 
ince. 


* Zaire Governor Outlines Economic Deficiencies 


YIAFIJO63E Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 21 Apr Yl p 3 


[Text] Zeferino Estevao Jualiana, governor of Zaire Prov- 
ince, met in this city [not cited] with local elders to analyze 
the socioeconomic situation in the region. On that occa- 
sion, the governor expressed his concern about the irreg- 
ular supply of electric power and drinking water and the 
inadequate food supply for the residents of the region. 
Zeferino Jualiana also voiced the need to rehabilitate some 
social structures, so as to attract qualified cadres who will 
ensure that the various sectors of the province function 
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efficiently in the future. The need to promote border trade 
with the Republic of Zaire, with which Angola maintains 
commercial relations, as well as the opening of customs 
and currency exchange posts, were also mentioned by the 
governor. To achieve these objectives, he concluded, “it 
will require the support and engagement of the entire 
population in the continuing tasks of the regional devel- 
opment plan for social progress.” 


* Zaire Province Plans Development Projects 


YIAF1090C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 7 May 91 p 3 


[Text] Zaire Province could receive the value of | percent 
of its oil production to implement various economic and 
social projects, according to a regional development plan. 


The plan anticipates activities in the areas of agriculture, 
health, education, trade, fisheries, energy and oil, finance, 
transportation and communications, industry and hotels. 


In the area of State administration, the plan indicates that 
responsibility for the Soyo regional development bureau 
could be transferred to the Zaire Provincial Government, 
similar to the statute under which the Cabinda bureau 
operates. 


It is important to note that these actions resulted from 
Zaire Province’s 1991 development plan, which was 
debated last February in Soyo municipality by local 
authorities and members of the Defense and Security 
Council support group. 


* Party Withdraws from Ministry in Kwanza-Norte 
YJAF1063G Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 19 Apr Y1 p 2 


[Text] Four cells of the MPLA-PT [Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola-Labor Party], with 56 members, 
which existed in the organs of the Interior Ministry 
[Minint] in Kwanza-Norte were disbanded last 
Wednesday. The cells were terminated by directive of the 
National Political Directorate of the Minint, dissociating 
the organs of security and internal order from partisan 
politics, in implementation of the adoption of the multi- 
party system in Angola. Andre Manuel Francisco, second 
provincial secretary of the party, presided over the cere- 
mony marking the end of partisan activity in the provin- 
cial organs of the Interior Ministry. “The elimination of 
the cells 1s not because of any failure to meet party 
obligations by the members who are no longer party 
militants, but is the result of the profound political changes 
in progress in the country,” Andre Francisco stressed. 


* Conditions Along Benguela-Huambo Corridor 


YIAFIOGYSA Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 12 Apr ¥1 p 2 


[Article by Jaame Azulay in Benguela] 


[Text] It 1s the bodies of greatly emaciated children that 
one sees strewn along the towns and villages. It 1s a terrible 
tragedy which is obscuring the lives of thousands of 
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families. If the face gives a true reflection of the soul, it 
serves only to reveal the intense suffering being experi- 
enced through the hopelessness of that soul. Benguela- 
Huambo is an area literally strewn with useless corpses. An 
area of misery in a land so wealthy; an incomprehensible 
paradox; the absurdity of a war converted into reality. A 
tragedy which must end. So that the death rattle of those 
now afflicted does not add to the calamity of the genera- 
tions which will inhabit this geographic space in the future. 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA wandered aimlessly along one of 
the highways, following the UN group which was reiniti- 
ating the United Nations Emergency Program [UNEP] 
devoted to the victims of war and drought. In a scenario 
more akin to fiction, words are hardly adequate to describe 
such a reality. 


For anyone traveling on the Angolan highways, the stretch 
between Benguela and Huambo is “hell.” Throughout the 
years that section of approximately 300 km, going by way 
of Alto Catumbela, has been a relentless maelstrom of 
human lives. 


The resumption of the UNEP, designed to aid the victims 
of war and drought, has led the so-called peace columns to 
return once more to the Angolan highways. Most of those 
columns left two weeks ago from Lobito carrying more 
than a thousand tons of various items. They went by way 
of Caimbambo, Cubal, and Ganda, reaching the Central 
Plateau. They delivered food and medicine to those areas, 
doing the same on the return trip. 


In fact, the drama of drought and war in those areas has 
reached a devastating magnitude. Our reporting staff, the 
only national news-media organization to take part in the 
initial UN caravan, was privileged to make that trip from 
Lobito to the Central Plateau. During the trip we experi- 
enced such a harsh reality that, at times, it was beyond our 
understanding. Words escaped us in describing the suf- 
fering being experienced by the people in the interior. 


We encountered children indescribably thin. Their skin 
sticking to their bones. Their eyes dreadfully deep in their 
sockets, staring vacantly; looking around dumbfoundedly 
without understanding that the rest of their life is inexo- 
rably passing them by. Good Lord! It is the bodies of 
severely emaciated children that we are seeing along the 
towns and villages. A terrible tragedy darkening the lives of 
thousands of families. If the face is the true reflection of 
the soul, there is deep suffering reflected in the hopeless- 
ness of these souls. 


Benguela-Huambo. An area littered with worthless 
corpses. An area of misery in a land so wealthy; an 
incomprehensible paradox which the absurdity of war has 
made a reality. Men, women, and children fleeing from 
their homes. They are swarming into municipalities and 
communes like robots, in heartbreaking odysseys; like 
pilgrims seeking their promised land in the hell of war and 
drought. A tragedy which must end. So that the death rattle 
of those now afflicted does not become an added calamity 
for the generations which, in the future, will inhabit this 
geographic space. 
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Every Trip Involves a Degree of Anxiety 


Every trip has its anxious moments. We were all impatient. 
However, Jack Siaman, the Dutchman who headed the 
column, was particularly disturbed. Never had he traveled 
with such a group. No wonder! He heard only constant 
bickering regarding the Angolan highways. Perhaps that is 
why he surrounded himself with Angolan personnel, accus- 
tomed to considerable drudgery. In addition to a Malaw- 
ian, his team consisted totally of local individuals in the 
service of the UN. 


Moreover, the truck cabs housed the best truck drivers of 
the area, perhaps of Angola as a whole. Some remained at 
the wheels of their own vehicles leased from the United 
Nations at a rate of $160 per ton of cargo transported. Old 
jalopies like the Duraes, Ramses, Quina, and others. All of 
them with hundreds of thousands of kilometers shown on 
their speedometers. In fact, the United Nations chose the 
best qualified drivers and did not regret doing so. 


The Departure and First Traces of the War 


Dawn broke early Friday morning and ihe column 
departed from the area in which it had concentrated its 
activities the evening before in the vicinity of Benguela. 
The destination was Huambo, capital of the Central Pla- 
teau. 


The trip got off to a good start, which gave everyone a good 
feeling. The stretch covered by the vehicles in their trek 
toward the interior was visible due to the change in 
vegetation. Beyond the locality of Tala-Manjamba, the 
initial semidesert terrain gave evidence of a small amount 
of vegetation, denoting rain in recent days. We encoun- 
tered the first traces of the war prior to reaching Katengue, 
a small commune where the national highway forks toward 
the south and Central Plateau. Wrecked vehicles were 
strewn along the sides of the highway. The pavement was 
literally covered with ammunition shells of various sizes. 
All of this was the result of silent testimony to the 
destructive action of the weapons being used. Also for the 
first time we saw the rusty cars of the CFB [Benguela 
Railroad], which continued to accompany us in our 
journey toward the east in an infernal stretch showing 
traces of violence at each bend of the road. 


Katengue, with its buildings dynamited and peppered with 
bullets, gave a true picture of desolation at just over 70 km 
from provincial headquarters. A picture which was des- 
tined to repeat itself at a diabolical rate thoughout the 300 
km still remaining to reach Huambo. 


People scattered over the hillsides along the highway 
waved to the trucks going by. Vehicles without military 
escort hardly ever passed through Katengue. At fleeting 
moments curiosity lighted up the faces of those in which 
signs of misery were clearly apparent. 


Upon our return after leaving that locality, the first 
mechanical problems occurred. A total of 13 flat tires at 
one time! Jack Siaman saw no other solution than to halt 
the column. Everything was foreseen. The maintenance 
personnel worked rapidly, and no more than an hour was 
needed to repair all of them. Nevertheless, from that time 
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on, the combat against holes would be uninterrupted. The 
incredible quantity of bullet shells scattered throughout 
the highways had a way of finding their way into the tires. 


Shortly before noon the caravan descended at Caim- 
bambo, a small settlement of 53,000 inhabitants located at 
about 150 km from Lobito. A truck with 30 tons of food 
was scheduled to stop at this area where more than 11,000 
people are directly affected by the drought, according to 
government figures. Moreover, a precarious situation is 
being faced by 250 war victims who have fled from the 
commune of Canhamela and are in need of urgent assis- 
tance, according to JORNAL DE ANGOLA. 


Cubal: Evidence of the Symptoms of Calamity 


Cubal is one of the most flagrant examples of desolation 
being experienced by these areas due to the winds of war 
and drought. It is the scourge of thousands of people 
uprooted from the lands in which they have always lived, 
housed in displaced-persons quarters and in dire need of 
food and security. At the Teresiana-sister center alone 
there are now 206 orphans. 


In fact, the entire Cubal area gives shocking evidence of 
the symptoms of deprivation. The survival levels are 
extremely low. Entire families are facing misery to a 
painful degree. Therefore it was not by chance that 185 
tons of food and medicine were dropped off here to 
alleviate the needs of more than 100,000 people. 


A little more to the front, in the direction of Ganda, still 
heading toward the east, the highway is calamitous. Our 
convoy had a difficult time in the Calondende area due to 
a detour which led off from the main road. The vestiges of 
constant skirmishes are scattered everywhere. Vehicles 
burned up, automobile frames and chassis twisted and 
rusting from the sun and rain. This macabre scenario must 
have been the final evidence witnessed by many lives, 
judging from the endless assortment of empty shells lit- 
tering the highways and adjacent areas. 


Weya Column 


The column’s entrance gave rise to much jubilation in 
Ganda. “The Weya column,” cried a hoarse voice, arms 
waving excitedly. Food was coming. There was reason for 
hope. Everywhere one could hear the gleeful chattering of 
children running toward the vehicles. The UN trucks 
immediately delivered 90 tons of food to the Catholic and 
Evangelical Mission of Ganda. Father Paulo of the Ganda 
parish, almost with tears in his eyes, said, “We have 
nothing. Neither food nor clothing. The refugees grew no 
crops and are now suffering as a consequence.” 


An Unforgettable Night in Ganda 


With his usual dynamism, Jack arranged for the refueling 
of the vehicles and their temporary storage. We helped 
repair the potholes. Although lunch offered little in the 
way of culinary attraction, it was the evening meal which 
caused the stomachs to begin to complain. We ate sitting 
on the ground. All eating together like brothers of a large 
family 
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Jokes and anecdotes were presented incessantly, enliv- 
ening everyone's spirits and adding to the camaraderie. I 
had the impression that, for the first time, I saw the 
Dutchman laugh uproariously at the tales being told by the 
drivers. Splendid moonlight shone in a cloudless sky and 
appeared to shine as brightly as the sun, making this night 
in Ganda unforgettable. 


We all looked up. The night was beautiful. There was 
almost nothing in space. Only the moon in all its silvery 
brilliance displaying itself gloriously throughout the 
immensity of the universe among the scintillating stars. 


The smallest attention was being paid curiously to every- 
thing coming from the column. We chatted a little with the 
children. They asked if the enormous UN initials painted 
on the doors and sides of the trucks could be interpreted as 
“national unity.” 


Finally, fatigue succeeded in overcoming the euphoria of 
that night filled with poetry. Weary bodies withdrew to any 
possible location to take advantage of well-deserved rest. 
In my case, I took advantage of the roof of a truck 
containing 30 tons of goods. 


The Incomparable Scenery of the Plateau Area and Its 
Contrast With Misery 


Before dawn Jack gave instructions for departure. The 
buzzing of the Volvo motor denoted the release of fumes 
into the atmosphere. In fact, the second stage of the trip to 
Huambo was underway. Perhaps the worst. The stretch of 
unpaved land beginning in Ganda proved to be in a 
deplorable state, due to little upkeep. The ditches and 
holes caused by the rain did little to spare the efficiency of 
the low-powered trucks. Because of this, the trucks got 
stuck in the mud. The motors labored mercilessly in an 
effort to overcome the adversity of the terrain. 


Beginning with Alto Catumbela, the scenery changes rap- 
idly. It is the plateau coming into view. Foreigners do not 
conceal their admiration for the incomparable scenes 
unfolding from each direction of the highway. Genuine 
monuments of nature are sending forth the virgin fra- 
grance of their pristine origin. At this time of the year there 
is greenery everywhere. On the sides of the mountains 
ribbons of pure water follow their course downhill. The 
scenery is dazzling. 


Moreover, one can clearly observe a great improvement *n 
the appearance of the children who come running to the 
highway, attracted by the rumbling of the trucks. Their 
physiognomy is absolutely less careworn than those we 
encountered in Cubal and Caimbambo. On the other hand, 
one sees a serious lack of clothing. The small quantity of 
clothing in the possession of some children was torn and 
extremely dirty. 


We crossed Catumbela River by way of a metal bridge 
replacing that which was destroyed last September. The 
transfer was rapid and without any problems. However, 
this would not be the last of our problems. The stretch 
between Babaera and Tchindjenje caused the drivers and 
their assistants to have more headaches. In the impressive 
combat involving ways to obviate the destruction of the 
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land, it was necessary to control one’s nerves. An unex- 
pected downpour startled the members of the caravan. 
Fortunately, it ceased very quickly. 


In Tchindjenje we witnessed the destruction of several 
high-tension power lines supplying Huambo and Chingar, 
in Bie. In passing by Ukuma we saw much misery and pain 
in the faces of the inhabitants. The same indication of 
destruction as that characteristic of these areas. Longonjo, 
two hours beyond, was no exception to the rule. A number 
of railroad cars could be seen at the old CFB station. 


Lepi, a small village forgotten in the luxuriant scenery of 
the Angolan plateau, received the UN caravan with open 
arms. The children sang songs of peace which thrilled 
everyone. Someone remembered that this was Easter eve. 
We left Lepi with the peace songs in the mouths of the 
children. Leaving Caala we saw the lights of Huambo for 
the first time, and this where we entered Huambo as the 
clocks were striking 1900. 


The unloading of the trucks began without loss of time. A 
total of 200 men began the difficult task of unloading the 
foodstuffs and other items and this lasted throughout the 
entire night. By the break of dawn the men were exhausted. 
They handled more than 700 tons. By morning, more than 
10 trucks were still awaiting their turn at the unloading 
platform. Jack was extremely busy. He did not even have 
time to shave. He wanted to leave at noon to reach GAnda 
by nightfall. Someone exclaimed that this plan was made 
for two European capitals and not for Angolan conditions. 


Finally, common sense prevailed upon the Dutchman not 
to hasten the departure. The decision was made: spend the 
night in Huambo and, once the sun arose, attempt what 
had not been accomplished in 10 years. Connect Huambo 
and Benguela by highway in the same day. The head of the 
column was in good spints. The drivers, apprehensive, 
shook their heads. That man is mad. With a few drops of 
water, no one will be able to reach Tchindjenje. 


However, luck would again bring a smile to the bearded 
Dutchman with the grayish hair. The daring and nature of 
men like Jack Siaman appear to have luck as their insep- 
arable companion. This same night the trucks with the UN 
insignia entered Benguela. 


* War Affects Daily Life in Bie Province 


914F 10934 Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 1 May 91 p 2 


{Article by Pereira Santana] 


[Text] When you arrive in Kuito you immediately know 
you are in the interior of Angola. The climate is humid and 
dry, and the color green dominates the landscape. The city 
is relatively small, consisting of half a dozen straight streets 
lined with low buildings only a few of which are of more 
than four stories. There is every indication that Kuito was 
at one time a handsome city, but today the military 
situation in the region has virtually isolated it and caused 
profound changes both in its appearance and in the life 
Style of its residents. It has serious difficulties involving 
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food, drinking water, and energy, among others, that all 
residents are experiencing and attempting to surmount as 
best they can. 


At 34 years of age Benjamin Maquina is an unfulfilled 
person, because as a driver for a state enterprise the salary 
of 10,000 new kwanzas that awaits him at the end of the 
month is insufficient for a family of seven. As a native of 
Bie Province, where agriculture is the principal activity, he 
is prevented from practicing it because of the military 
Situation in the region. The stores have virtually nothing to 
sell: a can of cooking oil, some small bars of soap, a few 
grains of rice, and a few small boxes of matches, along with 
a liter of wine, are virtually all that is available. 


Acquiring the other products—especially the articles of 
primary necessity—is not an easy matter, inasmuch as 
many supplies reach Kuito by convoy from the provinces 
of Huambo and Benguela. 


Air transportation is used only on occasion, and when it is, 
it is admittedly for those who do not run from the convoys 
when they roll through the paved streets of the city, as 
occurred last 17 April when the city was “invaded” for the 
first time in approximately four months. Little 1s available 
to buy in the few existing markets—a total of four—of 
which three are located in the center of the city and the 
other in the community of Cunje, approximately 7 km 
from the provincial capital. 


Simultaneously with the shortage of staple articles, the new 
kwanza is another precious item that 1s missing from the 
pockets of the residents of Bie Province. The situation 1s 
more complicated for a civil servant who lives “strictly on 
his salary,” for just as in some other provinces, here one 
must also confront the “phenomenon” of delayed pay- 
checks. 


Regardless of all the “whys and wherefores,” the region 
that comprises nine municipalities—Kuito, Andulo, 
Nharea, Camacupa, Catabola, Cuemba, Cunhinga, 
Chitembo, and Chinguar—to form an enclave between the 
provinces of Huambo, Moxico, Kuando Kubango, and 
Malanje is in fact a potentially rich source of agricultural 
produce. 


Boarding Schools 


Life in Bie is more difficult for those who live in a boarding 
school far from their families because of the need to 
continue their studies and must therefore endure all the 
vicissitudes created by the current situation of instability. 
To regard all this as “normal” takes a while. 


A young woman named Nela is one of those who already 
regards it as normal. “It is normal,” she told us, “but it 
takes a while to get used to it.” 


At 24 years of age—four of which have been spent in 
Kuito—this student in the intermediate course in public 
health hopes to complete the course this very month and 
rejoin her family in Luanda as soon as possible. 
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Accompanied by her 19-year-old younger sister Irene, who 
is also a student in public health, Nela tries when possi- 
ble—during vacation periods to go to the nation’s capital 
and bring back a little of what they need to subsist during 
their stay at the school. 


The attacks carried out daily by UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] against the city of 
Kuito with the object of destroying the airport and the 
Military Command—attacks which have claimed defense- 
less residents, especially adolescents and small children, as 
its principal victims—create a difficult situation that is 
greatly intensified for someone who is not native to the 
region. 


These atrocities are substantiated in the person of a 
16-year-old girl, Daniela Lathuela, who last 17 April was 
taken to the hospital with a deep wound in her left leg after 
being struck by shrapnel from a mortar shell that landed in 
the center of the city. 


Also in connection with these constant attacks, | 4-year-old 
Isaac Katulula was killed by fragments from a mortar shell 
that devastated the residence where he lived with his 
family. 


UNITA’s actions are sending many ordinary citizens to the 
hospital, where conditions are not of the best. The most 
serious problem is the shortage of medicines, beds, sheets, 
adequate food, and other items needed to improve the care 
and treatment of the patients. 


Managing the province’s health sector in this kind of 
situation is clearly no easy task, and Luis Kitembo, a 
physician at the General Clinic and teacher of the inter- 
mediate course in public heaith, is performing that task 
superbly. 


The electric power shortage is another source of great 
concern. It has created a situation that endangers the lives 
of the victims of these attacks, inasmuch as emergency 
cases such as operations to remove a shell fragment or 
bullet cannot be performed. Worst of all, no one knows 
when this ordeal will end. 


Targeted by the enemy, the city of Bie—which had previ- 
ously been “baptized” with the name of Silva Porto—has 
for more than three months been without the hydroelectric 
power previously obtained from the municipality of 
Camacupa, 180 km from the provincial capital. 


Ever since UNITA destroyed that hydroelectric power sta- 
tion, however, the city of Kuito has been supplied with 
electricity from a thermal electric power plant consisting of 
two generators that supply power during part of the day and 
all night, that is to say, from 1500 to 0500. 


Maintaining this schedule is not an easy task, given the 
situation in the region and the delays in the arrival of the 
convoys, inasmuch as it takes more than 5,000 liters of fuel 
to operate the plant duing the period that power is beong 
supplied. 


Luis Paulino dos Santos, who has governed the region for 
approximately four years, is pleased at the success of the 
entire program, which has made it possible—thanks to the 
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cooperation that exists between the local government and 
the Armed Forces—to keep the thermal electric plant in 
operation. 


To cope with the problems faced by the region, the local 
government has made available to the public health sector 
a maximum of $15,000 per month for the purchase of 
medicines. The sector will shortly also receive aid from the 
UNDP [UN Development Program] to equip the public 
health stations, inasmuch as almost none of the 68 existing 
stations is currently in operation. 


Other sectors such as construction, community services, and 
transportation are also the object of concern, inasmuch as 
they cannot carry on their activities because of the difficul- 
ties that they face together with the entire province. 


Despite the annoyance of the explosion of mortar shells, 
despite the difficulty that some sectors have in carrying on 
their activities, and despite the fact that the rural popula- 
tion must go into the fields under abnormal conditions, life 
in Bie goes on. 


* Plight of Civil War Amputees Highlighted 


91AF1069B Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 6 May 91 p 12 


[Text] Almost |,500 amputees from the Angolan civil war 
wait in cubicles separated by camouflaged canvas in rooms 
of the former Hotel Montes Claros or in houses spread 
throughout Viana—on the outskirts of Luanda—for the 
time to return to their villages. 


At the Viana “transition home,” created in 1982 for the 
purpose of helping those that the war had “mutilated” 
physically or psychologically to recuperate, many are fam- 
ilies, since there are currently more than 130 women and 
140 children among the wheelchairs and prostheses aban- 
doned in the iron beds that lack covers. 


Only to some, a few, does it seem strange that there a 
couple can meet, live and love on the other side of the 
canvas. Privacy is guaranteed by hanging signs on the 
canvas that “expressly” prohibit entry to outsiders. 


In Viana, which shelters more than |,400 men—less than 
three percent of the wounded that 14 years of fratricidal 
war has caused in Angola—it seems easiest to walk with 
crutches or lean one’s elbows on the armchairs in the shade 
of a tree, while you smoke a cigarette and talk about life. 
The heat helps to soften the spirit, despite the bad smell 
infesting the yard. 


Angola currently has the largest number of amputees in the 
world; for that reason there are large recuperation and 
prosthesis preparation centers distributed throughout the 
country. 


Viana has seven “companies,” centered around a hundred 
or sO amputees originating from Cuanza Norte and Sul, 
Cunene, Cabinda, Malange and Huambo. Most of them 
have a level of impairment of between 45 and 75 percent. 
According to the head of the Lusa center, they should have 
remained two or three months in the “home,” returning to 
their villages after the hospital recuperation, but they have 
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been left there for years and there is no way to make them 
return. “The wounded are from areas infested by UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola], 
the houses are destroyed. They have to remain here,” 
explained Political Instructor Eduardo Sebastiao, referring 
to Lusa. 


However, the conditions in which they live are not among 
the best. One of the the amputees complains and wants to 
show the worst of his nightmare world, the cubicles with 
their roofs that let in the rain, the garbage, and he insults 
without knowing exactly who it is that he is insulting. 


No one is surprised at the invectives hurled by the most 
daring amputees, and the authorities explain: “They are 
saturated. At five or six in the morning they are already 
drinking to forget and pass the time. It is the suffering, the 
darkness of the rooms separated by the camouflaged 
canvas...” 


One of the authorities adds: “Everything is lacking. Some 
of the amputees have to share crutches, there are no 
wheelchairs, and to go look for food at the unit that 
supplies it, and which sometimes forgets to, they have to 
pay the black marketeer. They smoke handfuls of paper 
because they have no cigarettes.” 


In the best of times they played checkers or learned to read, 
but the teachers left long ago because there was no money 
to pay them. Some now make shoes or baskets, for which 
they earn a pittance. 


* Development Projects for Namibe Outlined 


914F1091F Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 12 Apr 91 p 3 


[Article by Baptista Marta] 


[Text] Namibe—Minister of Transport and Communica- 
tions Paulo Cassoma has stated in this city that his 
ministry is studying strategies for obtaining foreign credit 
to finance the Namibe Corridor project. 


This cabinet member volunteered the information to the 
local press during a working visit to Namibe. He added 
that this credit is being sought to finance the implementa- 
tion of the regional transportation and communications 
development plan for this year. For four days, Paulo 
Cassoma has been engaged in discussions with the local 
authorities about the feasibility of modernizing the com- 
mercial port and the Namibe Railroad (CFN), as well as 
studying ways of providing technical aid and maintenance 
for the regional vehicle fleet. 


The transportation and communications situation 1s char- 
acterized, in general terms, by difficulties between the 
coast and the interior, the deterioration of the road sur- 
faces, and inadequate technical equipment in the airport 
and CFN workshops. 


There is also visible evidence of the difficulty encountered 
in modernizing the Saco-mar ore port (in the environs of 
the city of Namibe) and the blockage of prospecting for 
iron ore at the Cassinga mine (province of Huila), which is 
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incapable of the investments demanded by its infrastruc- 
tures, which are in an advanced state of deterioration. 


The commercial port of Namibe has long needed 
improved use of urban planning, coordination of the 
available technical resources and the consumers’ interests, 
as well as expansion of the coastal wharves, import or even 
repair of the existing cranes, construction of grain silos, 
and construction and expansion of a container terminal to 
meet the needs of the region. 


The modernization of the Namibe commercial port, 
regarded as one of the priorities of the SADCC [South 
African Development Coordination Conference] coun- 
tries, with special emphasis on the southern and central 
African transportation system, is a problem which urgently 
requires resolution. The delays caused for the vessels 
which need to use this port facility must be reduced, 
making this service cheaper. To this end, customs proce- 
dures need to be made more flexible and speedy, and 
customs regulations must be simplified. 


An analysis of the use of direct unloading and simplified 
direct unloading systems, for example, would provide 
more than enough information. We have been assured that 
the unloading and customs clearance processes are taking a 
great deal of time. And the fact is that the inspectors have 
become mere formal figures. The situation is so critical 
that shipments have been disappearing. 


Finally, the proposed rehabilitation of the port of Namibe, 
which, to judge from the size of the delegation accompa- 
nying the minister of transport and communications, 1s a 
very ambitious and essential project, would only be justi- 
fied as an international terminal serving as a transship- 
ment point. This would require the prior agreement of and 
guarantees from the potential user countries. 


Minister Paulo Cassoma also visited the fishing munici- 
pality of Tombwa, where he learned about the current 
work being done on the installation of a new telephone 
switchboard for the region. And, during his stay in 
Namibe, he also met with its bodies and the government of 
the province to define the nature of the methods for 
carrying Out the projects contained in the government 
program of action for the province of Namube. The 
Angolan minister regards the redimensioning of enter- 
prises, specifically the ETP [Public Transport Company] 
and the CONDAUTO [expansion not given], as imme- 
diate actions to be undertaken shortly. 


The Literacy Program 


Meanwhile, the acting coordinator of the Provincial Lit- 
eracy Center, Samuel Matoco Bioco, has informed 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA in this city that since 1976, 
20,113 citizens have been taught to read and write. 


The municipalities with the best results are Namibe and 
Tombwa, Bibala. 


The first campaign was launched in November 1976, but 
the past three years, there have been no improvements in 
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the local literacy centers due to the lack of transportation 
equipment and incentives for the workers and the literacy 
volunteers. 


In the opinion of Samuel Bioco, literacy is an educational 
sector wherein the goal is to eliminate adult illiteracy, 
ensuring compulsory education up to the fourth grade for 


this purpose. 


He expressed regret that the authorities in the sector have 
not promoted social security and assistance, beginning 
with aid to the teaching agents. 


He said that there have been major violations of both the 
guidelines and the methods designed to improve the work 
of the literacy commissions, as well as a low level of 
enthusiasm on the part of the majority of the enterprises 
which should be supporting the development of literacy 
campaigns in the province. 


According to the acting coordinator, the 18th literacy 
phase, which began in October of 1990 and is to be 
assessed in the first half of May, will have teaching 600 
citizens in the municipalities of the province to read and 
write as its goal. 


According to the figures of the Provincial Literacy Center, 
113,875 illiterate persons have been enrolled in the last 
three stages, of whom 64,000 continued their studies to the 
end of the 17th stage. Our source also said that the effects 
of the famine which has plagued the region have been one 
of the main reasons many illiterates have dropped out. 


The acting provincial coordinator emphasized that the 
Center will sponsor a seminar on human resources to 
review the importance of literacy training, to exchange 
experience with other provinces, and to provide refresher 
courses for the teaching agents. 


With the current reforms being carried out in the country, 
the Provincial Literacy Center plans to undertake adult 
education shortly, Samuel Bioco said in conclusion. 


* Namibe: Joint Fishing Enterprises Created 


9/4F1091H Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 24 Apr 91 p 8 


[Text] More than 13 state enterprises in the fishing sector 
in the province of Namibe will become mixed enterprises 
in the next few days within the framework of the policy the 
government is pursuing throughout the country for the 
redimensioning of businesses. 


Lagos Sebastiao Tome, director of the Planning Office of 
the Namibe Provincial Fishing Office, informed the Angop 
[ANGOLAN PRESS AGENCY] that this operation will be 
carried out on the basis of public bidding open to domestic 
and foreign businessmen. 


He added that two Portuguese firms, Duran Garcia and 
Navita, have already indicated their readiness to associate 
with the Empromar [expansion not given] Kuroca and 
Fropesca [expansion not given] enterprises, respectively. 


The Portuguese Sorefame [Association of Metallurgical 
Companies] has also expressed willingness to associate 
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with Ermanal, with a view to the joint establishment of a 
branch called Sorefame-Namibe, the director emphasized. 


Lagos Tome said that enterprises such as Empromar 
Tombwa, the ENATIP [National Enterprise for Fishing 
Industry Technical Material Supply], Empromar Tala 
Hady, and Somar [expansion not given], among others, are 
also on the list of enterprises scheduled for redimension- 


ing. 


* Electricity Projects in Central Region Noted 


914F1063D Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 20 Apr 91 p 3 


[Text] Half the investment projects of the National Elec- 
tricity Company (ENE) are concentrated in the country’s 
central region (Benguela, Huambo, and Bie provinces), the 
Angolan press agency Angop has learned from a well- 
informed source. 


Although the monetary value of the investment in that 
region was not revealed, it is known that the investments 
are concentrated in the thermic stations, the transport and 
distribution of power, and the rehabilitation of some 
hydroelectric dams. 


With financing from the French Central Bank for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation, there are plans to restore the diesel 
park in Lobito City, as well as to improve the gas turbines 
of Biopo (21 megawatts) and to expand the subsystems of 
Alto Catumbela, both located in Benguela Province. 


The Angop source also said that the project to rehabilitate 
the distribution system between Lobito and Benguela 
cities would hopefully lead successfully to the electrifica- 
tion of the Cavaco Valley, which is important for agricul- 
tural development, in which banana exports play a major 
part. 


Also included in the ENE program is the “Cacombo” 
project, also in Benguela Province, which includes the 
regulation of the flow of the Catumbela River. 


The objective is to expand the current capacity of the 
hydroelectric stations of Biopo (27 gigawatts/hour) and 
Lomaum (80 gigawatts/hour) to 42 and 200 gigawatts/ 
hour, respectively, the source said. 


The current rate of consumption in the central region is 88 
gigawatts/hour for 30,000 users, whereas, before indepen- 
dence, the rate was 75 gigawatts/hour for only 24,000 
users. 


With consumption growing at an annual rate of about 8 
percent, the ENE foresees that by 1995 that area of the 
country will require 147 gigawatts/hour. 


* Lunda-Norte Lacks Gasoline To Run Vehicles 


91AF1094B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 7 May 91 p 2 


[Text] Dundo (from our correspondent)}—Some 90 percent 
of the light vehicles in Lunda-Norte Province are idle 
because of the gasoline shortage, which has worsened in 
recent days, JORNAL DE ANGOLA learned in this city. 
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The situation could reach alarming proportions, since the 
problem has been dragging on for more than two years and 
the solution is nowhere in sight. Since highway transit 
between Luanda and Lunda-Norte provinces has been 
impeded by the war, which seriously damaged the access 
routes, fuel has become a problem and a big business. 


Gasoline shows up sporadically on the unofficial market. It 
comes from the Republic of Zaire and the demand has 
been so great that it has also provoked a sharp rise in 
prices—from 3,000 to 6,000 new kwanzas in less than a 
month. 


Given this picture, traffic is limited almost exclusively to 
motorcycles, to make the most rational use of the scarce 
gasoline, acquired at exorbitant prices, while the diesel- 
powered automotive park is functioning normally. 


* Malanje 1990 Agricultural Marketing Figures 


9IAFI091G Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 24 Apr 91 p 8 


[Text] The total quantity of the various farm products 
marketed during the last quarter of last year in the prov- 
ince of Malanje came to 2,989 tons. Their value was 
assessed at 60,102,837 new kwanzas. 


According to the report of the provincial government, 
which was made available to Angop [ANGOLAN PRESS 
AGENCY], food and industrial products worth 
15,890,791 new kwanzas were introduced in the rural 
sector during the period in question. 


The report said that the marketing process in the rural 
sector was carried out in only five localities—the munici- 
palities of Cacuso, Caculama, and Cangandala and the 
communes of Cota and Lombe—because of the military 
instability prevailing in other parts of the province. 


* Food Distribution to Malanje Criticized 


914F1094D Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 1 May 91 p 3 


[Article by Adelino Ngunza} 


[Text] Malanje (from our bureau}—Any increase in food- 
stuffs for public consumption depends on a better supply 
of essential products by the wholesalers in Luanda. So said 
Gabriel Campos, director of the commercial planning 
department of the Trade Ministry (Minco) delegacy in 
Malanje, during a press conference last Sunday, which was 
also attended by the directors of Egrosbal [Wholesale 
Foodstuffs Company], planning, Egrosbindi [expansion 
not given], the Trade Department, and rural marketing, 
and a technician from the Office of Planning of the 
Provincial Commission. 


The purpose of the press conference was to enable the 
above-mentioned sectors to explain the various irregulari- 
ties that have been observed in the planning and distribu- 
tion of perishable and durable goods, such as beer; the price 
increases, which have complicated the lives of the workers: 
and other aspects of the Government Action Program and 
the distribution of merchandise. 
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The country depends on imports, the official said, adding 
that the small quantities of corn, tobacco, cotton, and such 
that have been received from the suppliers have been 
distributed according to the plan for rural marketing. 


Responding to questions put to him by the listeners of the 
regional broadcasting station, Diogo Sebastiao, director of 
Egrosbindi, explained that with the reduction in the range 
of merchandise received from the suppliers in Luanda, 
there was less for Egrosbindi to distribute. He said that in 
1978, when the company was created, the value of the 
merchandise came to 600 million kwanzas; it has dropped 
to 285 million kwanzas, which has caused breaks in 
supplies and problems in the distribution of manufactured 
goods to the public. He said that, in acquiring them, 
priority had been given to rural marketing. 


Asked about the price increases following the currency 
exchange, the official said that this was one of the contnb- 
uting factors in the acceptance of certain merchandise that 
did not contribute to the living standard of the workers 
and the interested community. He added that the problem 
had already been overcome. 


It is noted that household articles continue to show up in 
limited quantities (stoves, refrigerators, television sets, mat- 
tresses, irons), which, if truth be told, are sold by “arrange- 
ment” and almost always to the same individuals. 


The problems in the distribution of merchandise are 
beyond the capacity of Egrosbindi, leading its director to 
appeal to the competent agencies to see that the import 
plan calls for products that are in demand in rural areas, 
and not articles for which the peasants have no use. 


Official Speculation in Wholesale Beer Distribution 


One of the aspects that gave rise to many doubts among the 
listeners had to do with the sale of about 12 truckloads of 
beer received by Egrosbal, at a price higher than that 
charged on the unofficial market (8,000 nev = -wanzas), 
when the official price tables list a crate of imported beer 
at 1.900 new kwanzas (equivalent to $30). 


In this regard, Egrosbal director Joao Antonio, who is 
responsible for the purchase and distribution of beer in 
Malanje, attempted to explain that the beer had been 
acquired through a private agency and was destined for the 
nightclubs, bars, and restaurants in the city, where the 
prices are not as closely controlled. The explanation did 
not satisfy anyone, however; at a time when the people 
need food, they cannot live on beer, at prices beyond the 
means of the workers and inconsistent with the official 
price lists. Joao Antonio is sanctioning “official” specula- 
tion by the very company that he directs. 


So far, no reasonable solution has been arrived at for the 
workers. At the moment, all this beer 1s in the Egrosbal 
warehouses and is being sold to market women who are 
having difficulty redistributing it, since beer, both 
domestic and imported, is available on the parallel market 
for 5,000 new kwanzas a case. Is this any way to combat 
speculation? 
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If the wholesaler is charging 8.000 new kwanzas for beer. 
what price will the retail vendors charge? 


* Nlalanje Imports Estimated at $5 Million 


¥)4F 10631 Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 23 Apr 91 p 3 


[Text] The overall value of imports allotted to Malanje 
Province by the central authorities of the Angolan Gov- 
ernment in 1990 came to more than $5 million (at 60 new 
kwanzas to the dollar). A source in the provincial govern- 
ment of Malanje told the Angolan news agency Angop that 
the above-mentioned allotment was used for the regional 
development fund, rural marketing. support to small busi- 
ness activity, and supplementary supplies for Angolan 
cadres. The imports were handled by local import agents. 
such as the “Musangola™ association, the firm Antonio 
Costa, Ltd., Fernandes de Moitas, Paulo Sebastiao Pas- 
coal, and Teixeira e Lemos. Angop’s source said that the 
difficulties encountered in the area of importation are 
basically the result of the delayed delivery of the “ceilings” 
[:mport allowances], along with the delay in the licensing 
of the BRI's [expansion not given] and in the opening of 
credit. 


* Lije Province Needs Economic Rehabilitation 


VIAF1063B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 19 Apr 91 p 3 


[Article by Jose Verissimo] 


{Text} At 1400, the F-27 plane piloted by Sr. Albertino 
landed at the old runway of the Uye airport. Traveling to 
Lye os a real test of nerves. The passenger must be in good 
physical condition, one an athlete would take pride in, to 
board the plane at the “February Fifth” Airport and, 
contrary to what one would imagine, the landing at Uye 1s 
certainly not peaceful. While some people are deplaning, 
others are trying to board, and there is uncontrollable 
chaos 


Liye 1s a city whose physical structures cry out for imme- 
diate repairs. Once a spectacular city with intense eco- 
nomic activity, Uye today is a quiet place, strongly marked 
by the war. If the beauty of the city and its pleasant climate 
are the pride of its residents, the same is not true of the 
social conditions. In Uye, the food shortage has reached 
alarming proportions. For the holiday season, the people 
could only obtain two kilograms of sugar, two kg of rice. 
two bars of soap. one tin of oil, and, in some cases, one 
bottle of wine, which Antomo Jaime Pinto, assistant 
governor of the province, admitted was “tiny.” He 
explained, however, that the situation was the result of the 
delayed arrival of the supply column bringing foodstuffs to 
the populace. “We had to resort to what few supplies we 
had stored in the warehouses, which were meant to feed 
the workers.” he said. 


Antonio Jaime Pinto, who 1s responsible for economic and 
social affairs, assured that Uye is a potentially rich prov- 
ince and would not present this doleful picture if it were 
not for the war. “The food supply for the province is 
currently transported by highway, with all its hazards. In 
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Luanda, there are two warehouses of products from the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry, which are managed by 
Sematex, a private company associated with Egromista 
[expansion not given] of Ue; as a result of the transport 
situation, the two warehouses are crammed full,” he 
explained. 


To prevent the spoilage of the products stored in Luanda, 
primarily wheat flour, Ue has resorted to licensing cer- 
tain private economic agents in the province; based on a 
plan previously drawn up by the delegate of the Ministry of 
Industry. and in conjunction with Sematex, these agents 
will transport the products and market them in the prov- 
ince, assuming the risks. 


Government Activities 


Of the 16 municipios that constitute the province, only six 
have benefited from government activities. In the muni- 
cipios affected by the war, temporary seats have been 
established in the cities of Ure, Negage. and Sanza Pombo. 
The commissions in these municipios attend to the dis- 
placed people in the seats where they are temporarily 
functioning. The support provided to the displaced people 
is scanty, since ground routes between municipios have 
become impassible because of the military action. 


The officials of the provincial government are also 
devoting attention to four projects, namely: 


—A project for administrative reform of the provincial 
government, through the regulation of government 
activities and the adoption of a new philosophy for the 
functioning of that organ. The project 1s awaiting 
approval by the Counc:] of Ministers. 


—A project for directed do-it-yourself construction, for 
which urban studies have already been conducted by 
local technicians. The only obstacle to the execution of 
the project is the shortage of building materials. 


—A project to beautify the city, consisting in changing the 
image of the city in its various aspects, from sanitation 
to the construction of buildings. Finally, the fourth 
project includes the creation of a funeral agency, the 
enlargement of the old cemetery, construction of a new 
one, and the reorganization of the municipal markets. 


According to Manue! Antonio Francisco Joao (“Nelo”), 
assistant governor for organization and community affairs, 
the people of Ue “have their own characteristics, like any 
other people. They are a people with a rich history of 
traditions, but, above all, they have been psychologically 
stressed by the successive wars in Angola. During the 
colonial period, many of these people had to take refuge in 
neighboring countnes, primarily in Zaire, to escape the 
repression of the Portuguese regime. When the colonial 
war ended, these people started life over again, practically 
from scratch. Today, when they see their security threat- 
ened again and what tew possessions they have acquired 
destroved by the war, their only deep aspiration 1s to work 
to ensure their survival.” 
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Provincial Bishop 


He has lived in Angola for 24 years. His name is Francisco 
da Mata, his civilian name 1s Jose Francisco Moreira dos 
Santos, and he has been bishop of Ue since 1967. He 
talked with us for about an hour, and the war in Angola 
was the dominant theme of the interview, which took place 
in the Episcopal Palace of Uije City. 


“The people of Angola have been at war for almost 30 
years. Many people of Uye, in particular, and of the north 
in general have lost everything they owned at least five 
times in these 30 years of war. 


The cities of Uye and Nagage currently shelter about 
500,000 people, two-thirds of whom are displaced. The 
other locales in the province are either abandoned or 
unreachable because of the military activity. Given a situa- 
tion of this kind, one cam imagine the suffering of these 
people, who do not even have salt for their daily diet. 


“These people were marginalized by the Portuguese colo- 
nialism and even by the transition government, when thou- 
sands of citizens who returned from exile after 25 April were 
abandoned and left to their own fates. Well or poorly served, 
they have received help from the Catholic Church, con- 
sisting in the distribution of some provisions.” 


Mata Mounisca referred particularly to the aid given to the 
displaced people by Caritas, the International Red Cross, 
and other humanitarian organizations. 


Granted a degree in theology in 1957 by the University of 


Salamanca (Spain), Dom Francisco da Mata Mourisca was 
born in Mata Mourisca (Portugal) 63 years ago and is 


currently secretary general of the Episcopal Conference of 


Angola and Sao Tome. 


T>e author of a large body of literary and doctrinal works, 
Mata Mourisca said his main aspiration as a writer is to 
“awaken consciences to evangelize.” “I put on paper the 
spiritual nourishment to strengthen the doctrine of Christ, 
although | also touch on some topics of social interest, such 
as hunger and justice, which are certainly also a common 
responsibility.” 


City Celebration 


For the first time since independence, the residents of Uye 
are going to hold the celebration for their city. The date is 
already set for | July, which coincides with the date of the 
founding of the city (1 July 1917). 


One of the big attractions of the festivities, they assured us, 
will be the presentation of a traditional ceremony. Several 
recreational areas are already under preparation, along 
with the beautification of the city and the paving of the 
Streets. 


* Illegal Cattle Trade With Namibia Criticized 
YIAF1O09SC Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 3 May 91 p 12 


[Article by Joaquim Jose Neto] 
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[Text] The people of Huila Province are faced with a crisis 
due to the shortage of meat; this is the result of the illegal 
marketing of Angolan beef to Namibia last year. But it 1s 
also due to the absence of attractive products to be 
exchanged by the producers working in conjunction with 
the National Farm and Animal Products Distribution 
Company (Dinaprope). 


An official of this firm, preferring to remain anonymous, 
said that at the beginning of March 1990 at the opening of 
the border until the present time, there has been an average 
daily movement of about 5,000 head of cattle, far from the 
reach of customs officials. 


The Angolan-Namibian border has 49 contact points 
spread over an area of 10 km and this makes 11 difficult to 
control the flow of Angolan cattle to that country. 


The enticement of potential Namibian negotiators and 
other Angolan citizens in search of easy profits, willing to 
trade a vehicle with no apparent value for 15 or 20 head of 
cattle; the absence of merchandise sought by the producers 
of this area at opportune moments and with no steps taken 
for reproduction worsened by the drought; all of these 
factors are contributing to the shortage of meat on the 
market. 


A merchandise exchange ceiling of $3 million, attributed 
in 1989 to Dinaprope for executing a program designed to 
facilitate the gradual replacement of imported meat, pro- 
duced a yield of $9 million; this program fell by the 
wayside due to a lack of foreign currency and the projects 
designed to supply fresh meat to the country’s remaining 
provinces and the southern market lost interest. 


In the last five-vear period, Dinaprope marketed 126,368 
head of cattle whose live weight came to about 40,319 tons. 
Slaughtered meat achieved a weight of 15,324 tons and 
had a productive value of $89,607,800, about 
2,707,413,000 new kwanzas. 


From October 1986 to February 1990, a period of severe 
drought, Huila and Cunene provinces lost about 500 head 
of cattle, whose live weight came to about 127,600 tons. 


The production value, due to periods of drought, rose to 
8.558.132,000 kwanzas compared with 2,707,813,000 
kwanzas obtained in the five-year period. This, from the 
beginning. presupposes a greater increase in the marketing 
level due to the program designed gradually to replace 
imported meat; and this, despite the ridiculous sum of $3 
million in merchandise conceded to the General Direc- 
torate of Dinaprope headquartered in Lubango. 


From October 1986 until February !990, the government 
received foreign currency in the amount of $86,973,520, 
while the five-year profits (1985 to 1990) came to 
$89_607,800. 


The import of meat absorbs about $23 million annually 
from the state coffers, this 1s distributed to all of the 
country’s provinces except those of the south, whose 
production potentialities demand greater use of the 
domestic market 
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Lubango, with about 155,000 inhabitants, needs about 60 
head of cattle slaughtered every day: this is without 
counting the 13 other municipalities whose quantity of 
beef is unknown. 


To carry out the program, Dinaprope plans to restore the 
municipal and industrial slaughterhouses (Sofrio) [Refrig- 
eration Company], also advocating the need to acquire 
refrigerated railway cars to supply meat by rail to the 
country’s other provinces. 


With the reduced number of cattle in the south, it 1s 
supposed that, unless opportune measures are taken to 
supply butchershops with meat, the state will have to resort 
to the Namibian market to import meat. 


A well-known professor from the Engels Institute in 
Lubango maintains that hypothesis, asserting that the 
illegal marketing of cattle by Namibia will have negative 
repercussions in the next decade. Only after eight months 
of unbridled parallel negotiation, did the government 
appoint a commission to analyze that illegal trade; and 
that commission concluded that it was impossible to 
establish administrative mechanisms to handle the matter. 


* Portuguese Construction Firm Executes Projects 


YIAFIO9SB Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 3 May 91 p 12 


[Article by Joaquim Jose Neto] 


[Text] Lubango—-A project designed to complete two 
buildings abandoned prior to independence. as well as a 
number of residences, in the municipalities of Lubango, 
Chibia, and Humpata, valued at $2 million in addition to 
6 million new kwanzas, 1s being carned as of last March by 
the construction firm known as Tetra Construction, S.A. 


According to an official source, the project scheduled to 
last six months and have a subsequent compietion 
schedule of 30 days, is being supervised by the local 
housing authority with the aim of minimizing the most 
difficult problem facing that area: the housing of citizens 
and public employees assigned to specific tasks or areas of 
responsibility. 


In the list of projects prepared by the Provincial Housing 
Authonty [DPH], there is one calling for the completion of 
a building with 30 apartments and a 10-storey building 
designed to accommodate the Ministry of Housing and 
Commerce, which will be the biggest in the city. The list of 
priority projects not yet completed also includes the resto- 
ration of 10 residential infrastructures in Chibia and 
Humpata; the rustic nature of the buildings in those two 
municipalities—the first colonized in what was then 
Angola Province—is justified by the antiquity of the 
wooden structures in question, according to historic 
sources. 


The residential complex in Huila is in bad condition and 
the citizens who do not succeed in renting state housing 
facilities have opted, in the past five years, to build their 
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own facilities, even though this 1s considered illegal. Those 
dwellings will be demolished, not complying with the 
urbanization norms. 


Despite attempting to keep track of 6,339 pieces of prop- 
erty, including apartments, miscellaneous dwellings, build- 
ings, offices, commercial establishments, and underground 
structures, the Huila housing authority 1s not succeeding in 
solving the difficult housing problem due to lack of control 
over the facilities vacated by former tenants, who trespass 
through the clandestine exchange of keys. 


A report from that authority indicates that there were 62 
mutual exchanges of houses, | 38 legalized pieces of prop- 
erty, and 11 real estate items distributed. 


As an alternative to other real estate items in poor condi- 
tion in the municipalities of Chibia, Humpata, Quipango, 
and Lubango, the authonty proposes their sale to the 
present residents whose possibilities of restoration are 
remote due to the almost nonexistence of sources for the 
acquisition of construction materiel. In its report at the 
end of the year, the authority alleges that i 1s quite 
burdensome to provide funds for the restoration of prop- 
erty under the direct administrative control of the state. 


Throughout 1990, the housing authority received 
140,037,905 new kwanzas and spent 17,927,694 new 
kwanzas in wages, family subsidies, wage increases, and 
other expenditures. But the exterior and intenor aspect of 
the buildings did not improve, and the filthy conditions 
continue. 


The income received through housing rental decreased to 
250,962,095 new kwanzas in comparnson to 1989 due to 
the currency exchange, according to the report. 


Some of the real estate complex showed drastic destruction 
due to the war situation expenenced by most of the 
municipalities, especially Caconda, Chicomba, Chipindo, 
Caluquembe, and Cacula, and this will serve even more to 
reduce the monetary income of the housing authonty. 


In case the housing authority takes action to complete the 
properties unfinished due to breaches of contract, as in the 
case of the irresponsible individuals in the vicinity of the 
city where $6 million was spent, the problem of inadequate 
housing would be partially resolved and this would obviate 
the addition of more housing facilities, especially those 
poorly constructed. 


* Spanish Electric-Power Project Imperiled 
91 4F1096B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 9 May 91 p 3 


[Text] Construction of the shipyard to support the reno- 
vation and remodeling project for the electrical distribu- 
tion system for the cities of Benguela and Lobito 1s 
partially suspended for lack of cement and other materials. 
Engineer Fredenco Cabinda, head of the project, told 
Angop [Angolan Press Agency] that the work that was 
initiated last January 1s the responsibility of the provincial 
public construction enterprise. He said that the project will 
be financed by the Spanish government through a $200 
million line of credit administered by the National Bank of 
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Angola, and is scheduled to be completed in June. The 
project, which is being executed by the Spanish firm 
EMCNOC [expansion not given], includes the construc- 
tion of two 60-kilowatt power lines from the Biopio plain, 
hillside substations at Kileva and Catumbela, and replace- 
ment of the underground cables in the cities of Benguela 
and Lobito. 


* Uije Coffee Mill Faces Production Crisis 


91AF1094F Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 1 May 91 p 3 


[Article by Paulo Joaquim] 


{Text} Uije—Circumstantial factors, such as the unwork- 
ability of the plant equipment and the lack of raw mate- 
rials, electric power, fuel, and lubricants, have paralyzed 
the Tomoca coffee roasting and grinding plant for about 
eight months, JORNAL DE ANGOLA learned in this city 
from Tomoca director Felix Antonio Lumbo. 


The director explained that production rates last year 
presented a “bad picture.”’ With a production plan of 72 
tons, the plant turned out only 9.242 tons, because of the 
obsolete equipment, which has survived only by dint of 
constant tinkering. 


Felix Lumbo said the difficulties confronting his company 
had not been entirely overcome, although he had gone to 
the higher organs of the provincial government with var- 
ious complaints and suggestions for the improvement of 
the operation. Production for this year is in jeopardy. In 
the first quarter, the company met only 25 percent of its 
plan, producing only 4.516 tons of a planned 18.004 tons. 


Asked when the coffee plant’s equipment had been 
installed, the director said that some of it was installed in 
the 1960's, specifically the three coffee-grinding mills. The 
rest was installed in 1985 and consisted of an oven and 
three grinders that were not specifically for industrial use 
and broke down in less than a year. 


Considering that the machinery 1s several years old, there 
is an urgent need to acquire a completely new line of 
equipment with a greater capacity to roast and grind 
coffee. The cost is estimated at about $260,000. 


According to the spokesman, when the plant 1s in active 
operation and the conditions are right, production aver- 
ages 72 tons a year. Tomoca sells its coffee to retailers in 
the province and fills orders from companies in central 
and southern Angola. 


Dispelling any doubts about the matter, Tomoca’s director 
Stated firmly that the famous “lyophilized” coffee (“ginga’- 
‘) 1s not produced in Ue Province, but in Luanda, by 
Limoca, the only plant of this kind in the country. 


Tomoca is a company attached to the Ministry of Industry 
and its sources of raw material (residual or commercial 
coffee) are the territorial coffee enterprises. Tomoca’s 
supply is inadequate, because it only has access to residual 
coffee, which is scarce. Regarding recourse to small pro- 
ducers, the director said it was one solution, but it was 
complicated, since the company has no means of transport 
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to reach the small producers, or access to a hulling plant, 
whereas the small producers only sell unhulled (cherry) 
coffee. 


According to Felix Lumbo, in February of this year, as a 
pilot experiment, Tomoca ran up a very large bill just to 
lease private trucks to distribute the coffee that was sold. To 
get out of this “hole,” Tomoca will have to obtain a surety 
bond from the higher organs of the local government. 


The company is in a “deficit” situation and the social 
situation of the workers, described as precarious, is also 
deficient, although their wages are not in arrears. Within 
the framework of the business reorganization, the official 
said he had already presented some proposals and their full 
implementation is only awaiting the application of Law 
No. 3/76, of 3 March. 


Tomoca has 24 employees in administrative and technical 
positions, but its manpower plan calls for 45 workers. 


* State Neglect Blamed for Fishermen’s Plight 


9] AF 1093B Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 9 May 91 p 3 


[Article by Manuel Muanza—first paragraph 1s 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA introduction] 


[Text] Luanda consumers are lamenting—and deploring— 
the lack of quality fish in the market. JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA learned yesterday that the tears of these citizens 
will continue to fall for some time to come, because the 
central government is paying little attention to the small 
fishing and fish-processing industry. 


For more than three years the Kwanza Bar Fishermen’s 
Association (APBK) has not caught a single fish, so far as 
anyone can tell. Formed in 1987, its 92 members have seen 
their only three boats become inoperative. 


Donated by the Soviet Union, the boats lasted only two 
months. Any damage is virtually irreparable, because of 
the lack of spare parts locally. “We have already met with 
the comrade provincial director,” said Joao Matias, one of 
the association’s officers, ‘and the deputy minister of 
fisheries visited us last month and expressed his concern. 
We also lack various kinds of fishing gear, such as nets,” he 
asserted. 


Joao Matias complained of the little support received from 
the state organs concerned. “Some days ago” he said, “we 
requisitioned 50 pieces of fabric to make nets for our- 
selves. ENATIP [National Enterprise for Fishing Industry 
Technical Material Supply] gave us only 16, and with that 
little bit we cannot do anything.” 


From their seaside installations, the APBK used to supply 
the capital's residents with one ton of fish per day for their 
pots and pans. 


At the Kilamba Kiaxi Fishing Cooperative (CPK), these 
men of the sea are likewise remaining idle on shore. The 
cold-storage rooms, compressor, and fish-processing cyl- 
inder have not been used since 1986, and the pipes have 
deteriorated. It is the same old story: there are no spare 
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parts. The now idle machinery, which was installed in 
1962, had been capable of processing 12 tons in 24 hours. 


“Angolan, Swedish, and Danish technicians have all come 
here,’ APK [as published] vice president Esteve Antonio 
said. “They said the only solution is to buy new machinery, 
because the existing machinery is not only technologically 
obsolete but is seriously damaged. We have the money, in 
kwanzas; what we need is for the government to give us the 
Opportunity to buy the new machinery.” 


With its 92 cooperatives, the APK formerly produced 
more than 100 tons of fish per month in the good-weather 
season and operated 18 Soviet-built boats. The great 
disadvantage of these boats—which were donated by the 
Soviets—is that they were not equipped with exothermic 
chambers, and this resulted in the deterioration of large 
quantities of fish. The association is currently installing 
exothermic chambers designed by EMANAL [expansion 
not given]. 


The Association of Fishermen and Processors (APP) of 
Otanganga limits its production to between 60 and 80 tons 
per quarter. The leaders of this small industry hope that 
God will help them to acquire oceangoing boats capable of 
transporting from five to six tons of fish. The fish is dried 
by spreading it out on a grassy surface. The members need 
to increase the number of drying frames but were recently 
frustrated by the rejection of their order for lumber from 
the Panga-Panga company, which said it had none avail- 
able at the present time. Meanwhile, their fishing activities 
are carried out with the aid of 25 flatboats that are 
operating thanks to the CONOCO oil company, which 
donated 15 Yamaha motors to the association. 


The APP’s fish-canning operations have been hindered by 
an unwarranted cutoff of electric power by the Transelec- 
trica company, with which it had signed a contract to 
supply the power. The cutoff occurred when the associa- 
tion refused to guarantee a certain quantity of fish each 
day to a Philippine citizen who worked for Transelectrica. 
Despite the argument that the fish “‘deal” was not part of 
the contract that had been signed, the Filipino threatened 
repeatedly to cut off the power supply before the cutoff 
actually occurred, in mid-October of last year. As a result, 
the APP is selling its products immediately after the boats 
are unloaded. 


The fisherman Joao Matias says that government assis- 
tance is needed for small operations of this kind. Other- 
wise, he says, we shall never have an abundance of 
shellfish, cachuchu, and other fish of high quality, because 
“people are not able to fish in the bay.” 


* TAAG Involved in Agricultural Development 


91AF1093C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 1 May 91 p 3 


[Article by Antonio Pereira] 


[Text] When TAAG [Angolan Airlines] strengthened its 
agricultural aviation unit in October of last year it was a 
breath of fresh air for the nation’s agricultural sector, 
because the unit is capable of playing a major role in 
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agricultural development. Agriculture today is actually 
dependent on many factors: for example, on the utilization 
of technical and scientific advances and on the capability 
of the planning organs. 


This changed attitude is evident in the municipality of 
Porto Ambo.m, where the local population 1s actively 
engaged in agricultural production despite being hard hit 
by the recent drought that afflicted central and southern 
Angola, with effects that are still visible. 


TAAG’s planes are keeping pace with the people’s enthu- 
siasm by providing valuable assistance in spraying their 
agricultural fields and disinfecting their villages. The 
results of this operation will be apparent within the near 
future. 


Extensive plantings of corn, beans, and other essential 
products attest to the progress made in the agricultural 
sector locally and are rekindling hope for a better future. 
This hope is reinforced by the more than 2,500 hectares of 
cotton—planted in different stages—that bear witness to 
the efforts of the agricultural aviation unit. 


TAAG’s program is the serious kind of program that had 
always been hoped for. 


“We never believed that TAAG would implement its plan 
for creation of an agricultural aviation unit,” the minister 
of agriculture said in 1988 at the time the unit was 
inaugurated. ““We have therefore been pleasantly sur- 
prised, and I cannot find words to express my appreciation 
other than to say that TAAG viewed the problem of the 
agricultural sector as its own problem.” 


His words speak for themselves and serve to emphasize the 
need for combining the efforts of all sectors of the nation’s 
economic life to rescue our agriculture from the crisis it is 
facing—something that can hardly occur if the individual 
member of society does not become fully aware of the 
problem. 


Moreover, elimination of the shortage of food products 1s 
always a priority objective of the organs of the national 
government, which is striving to obtain better living con- 
ditions for all the people. This objective has never been 
achieved, however, and the | Sth anniversary of national 
independence has arrived as have so many others: without 
a supply of these products. 


The new political climate has accordingly begun to yield its 
fruits, and TAAG has just accomplished something that 
had previously seemed impossible and in doing so is 
helping to develop other sectors. It recently acquired three 
additional “‘agricultural aircraft’ which are, incidentally, 
among the most modern and best equipped for the pur- 
pose. 


These new planes are Ayres Trush S-2R multipurpose 
aircraft, of U.S. manufacture. Of ultramodern design, they 
are capable of three hours of flight without refueling, have 
750 horsepower, and are able to carry approximately 2,000 
pounds of herbicide. Experts in the field of agricultural 
aviation say that one flight of this new plane does the work 
of four flights of the other agricultural planes and also 
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offers the advantage of costing less to operate; unlike the 
other aircraft, which use imported fuel, it uses a type of 
fuel that is produced domestically. 


The cost of these three planes—which recently arrived in 
Angola—is estimated at approximately $3 million. They 
were acquired under the system of a three-year lease with 
the option to buy, and to judge from the many clients who 
are asking for their services, the cost can be recovered over 
the short or medium term. 


The Ayres aircraft are noted for their multipurpose capa- 
bility, which enables them not only to carry out agricul- 
tural spraying operations and to disinfect cities, towns, 
villages, and clusters of huts but also to combat ocean 
pollution, carry out coastal surveillance, kill weeds along 
railroad rights-of-way, fight fires, and perform other tasks. 


An Expanding Program 


It is an Ongoing program. A hangar for agricultural aircraft 
is being built by the TAAG people, who are pressing 
forward with the purchase of four Caravan F-406’s to 
transport passengers under a system of leasing both by 
individuals and by organizations for flights anywhere in 
Angola and a bit beyond. 


As in the case of the Ayres aircraft—which sometimes fly 
to the sister republic of the Congo under contract to spray 
the sugarcane—the Caravans also fly frequently to that 
country to lend their services. 


These four Caravans, two veteran Beachcraft B-200’s, and 
the five agricultural-type aircraft together comprise Air 
Charter Ltd., which makes more than 12 flights daily—an 
excellent performance recorded despite the “pilot flight.” 


‘“*The pilot flight’ is not just our problem,” Captain Jose 
Adriano dos Santos of the agricultural aviation unit said. 
“The world is today faced with a crisis resulting from a 
shortage of pilots, and although the big international 
airlines are having to lure pilots with thousands of dollars, 
morale in our light aviation operations continues to be 
high, thanks to the enthusiasm of the young pilots we 
train.” 


The crisis caused by the shortage of pilots has had major 
repercussions in agricultural aviation. “This is indeed 
true,” a Portuguese pilot working for TAAG commented. 
“No one—especially a young person—likes to run the 
many risks that agricultural aviation involves and then 
have to go around in overalls or shorts while on the 
commercial airlines you wear a suit and tie.” 


Another hardship in this specialized field is the fact that 
the pilots have to remain in the countryside «uring the 
spraying, for the spraying is done very early 11 the day— 
between 0400 and 0600—because of the larg: number of 
people who are outdoors later in the day and must be 
protected from being poisoned by the toxic materials. 


A Pilot Who Loves Country Life 


This unit—which consists of a squadror. of five planes— 
has a total of only three pilots: two foreign nationals and 
one Angolan. Our team of reporters spoke with the 


FBIS-AFR-91-118-S 
19 June 1991 


Angolan pilot, Faustino Pereira Muteka, who is the object 
of some amazement on the part of his fellow pilots. 


“I fell in love with country life,” the young pilot said. 
Although he had already been a pilot on a Fokker and on 
the basis of his extraordinary talent could rise to be captain 
of a Boeing, he intends to continue wearing his monkey 
suit and gas mask and to have his hands covered with mud 
and oil—in short, to work in the countryside. 


Faustino Muteka’s only regret is that his native land does 
not yet offer the conditions that are necessary for profes- 
sionals in the field of aviation, even for a specialized pilot 
such as himself. “These professionals must be upgraded 
and their living conditions improved, in order to put an 
end to their flight,” he declared. 


The risk that is inherent in an agricultural pilot’s work 
makes him the most expensive of pilots, even though he 
might appear at first glance to be less important than a 
commercial pilot. This is true everywhere in the world, 
especially since World War II, when aviation was mobi- 
lized to combat the pollution and desertification caused by 
the war. 


“In applying herbicides there is always the risk of being 
poisoned, due primarily to the fact that we have to fly very 
low in order to disinfect the ground,” Faustino Muteka 
explained. “Moreover, these low altitudes are quite con- 
ducive to accidents and oblige us to exercise maximum 
concentration.” 


The contribution that aviation can make to the agricultural 
sector is of inestimable value and could constitute an 
incentive to foreign and domestic investors who foresee 
the development of the sector. “They can rely on us to do 
our best work,” the agricultural pilot insisted. “That is 
what we are here for.” 


A decisive upturn in the agricultural sector, however, must 
await the end of the war, which will require mine-clearing 
operations in the fields and the free movement of people 
and goods in the rural areas. “The government and 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independece of 
Angola] are condemned to reach an understanding during 
the round of negotiations now taking place in Portugal,” 
Faustino Muteka said. ‘This war that has devastated our 
country for 15 years has to be ended,” he warned. 


CIBA-GEIGY Also A Participant in the Great Venture 


Other companies are also participating in this effort, as is 
CIBA-GEIGY, a Swiss pesticide firm that has supplied 
chemical products such as herbicides and fertilizers and 
whose local representative, Joao Mendes, talked with us. 


‘We are anticipating one of the best harvests since Angola 
attained its independence,” he commented, “despite the 
deterioration of the military situation, because this time 
we were able to fully implement our program, that is to say, 
to spread the fertilizer on the fields and—after the crops 
were planted—to make weekly applications of the protec- 
tive chemicals.” 
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This process of applying herbicides accordingly extends 
over five or six months: for example, during the growing 
period for cotton, which is February to September. 


* Luanda Urbanization Problems Addressed 


91AF 10984 Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 14 Apr Y1 p 3 


[Text] Only very recently has a top-level government 
decision abolished the Construction Ministry and created 
the Ministry of Public Works and Urban Affairs. We thus 
entered a new era. It brings us nearer to the kind of 
policymaking role a government ought to play in urban 
reorganization and in the coordination and even the 
financing of construction projects and companies involved 
in public works. 


Other agencies within the new ministry—the Engineering 
Laboratory, the Highway, Physical Planning, and Geo- 
desic and Cartographic Institutes—will oversee the urban- 
ization process throughout the country. They will make 
sure that development in populated areas takes place in an 
even and orderly fashion. These bodies will keep watch 
over urban policy and set the necessary guidelines for 
regional master plans based on studies of each area’s 
physical characteristics. 


Provincial governments will be able to play an increasingly 
important part as catalysts of rural and urban develop- 
ment. They will put an end to superfluous tasks with no 
impact at all on the population in order to move ahead 
with enduring and scientifically proven economic and 
social programs. Citizen welfare will depend increasingly 
on the skill, wisdom, and dynamism of responsible local 
authorities and not on centralized long-term decisionmak- 
ing. 

The subject I will attempt to cover in these brief notes is so 
vast that | cannot hope to exhaust it in a few simple lines. 
We will confine ourselves to the capital and province of 
Luanda only. 


My discussion will focus on an analysis of what I regard as 
the root causes of several problems that confront our city. 


Migration and Demographic Crisis 


Since it 1s the most important fact, we should begin with 
the demographic question and the results of migration. 


An accurate analysis of areas affected by domestic popu- 
lation movements and migration to other countries leads 
us to conclude that population distribution has been 
skewed by: the war of national liberation; external military 
aggression; internal military confrontations; and, finally, 
the exaggerated development of major provincial popula- 
tion centers. This causes imbalances 1n technical and 
economic growth and other social disparities. 


For 30 years the nation’s interior has suffered from chaotic 
shifts in population and serious arithmetic distortions in 
land use and settlement patterns. Initially, there were 
massive involuntary migrations from several regions by 
people seeking greater safety in the cities. More recently, 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 41 


inequalities in the National Plan led to deliberate aban- 
donment of neglected regions as people tended to concen- 
trate in the areas receiving the most attention. Thus rural 
to urban migration turned into movement between cities. 


The flow was most intense around Luanda as people from 
outlying areas of the province flocked to the capital. 
Between 1970 and 1990, the city of Luanda grew from a 
population of 480,000 to nearly 2 million. 


According to data in my possession, projections made in 
1970 indicated that the population of Luanda would 
increase by 1.2 million in 20 years (1970-1990). This 
meant that, with the growth centering on Cacuaco and 
Viana included, the city’s population would reach 
1,680,000 by 1990 if the estimated rate of increase con- 
tinued, The prediction was for a population of 1.2 million 
in Luanda and of nearly 300,000 each in Cacuaco and 
Viana. Today the city is bursting with 900,000 more 
inhabitants than expected. The municipality of Cazenga 
alone is home to 300,000 people! To relocate the popula- 
tion of Cazenga we would need an urbanized area similar 
to the municipality of Viana! 


A 1973 study by a group of engineers and architects talked 
about the need to polarize a certain amount of future 
growth around Camama. The idea was to create a coun- 
terbalance and add flexibility to the absorptive capacity of 
Luanda’s saturated urban grid. 


Calculations based on the number of inhabitants demon- 
strated a need to build 100,000 houses—or 500 a year— 
with an occupancy rate of 4.5 persons per unit. 


Meanwhile, it was wartime, and this prevented urban 
expansion. It limited new housing to the building of 
“relocation quarters.’ Worse yet, it triggered spurts of 
immigration that increased at geometric rates. The 
national and provincial capital of Luanda became the 
vigilant protector of immense segments of the population. 
Health and living conditions were dangerously low for 
those crowding into the new settlements that sprung up in 
Outlying areas. 


These abrupt changes led to rapid deterioration of systems 
for providing basic services and to the decay of the city’s 
building inventory. They accelerated the crumbling of its 
overloaded thoroughfares and wreaked destruction on 
parks and other public facilities already deemed inade- 
quate by residents of the capital. 


Anarchic Construction 


Other factors have aggravated the negative effects of an 
exploding population and contributed to the chaos in our 
capital. It is this state of intolerable anarchy that the Public 
Works Ministry and the provincial government must 
finally bring to an end. They can now do so with the 
support of the recently formed Union of Architects and 
other interested civic Organizations. 


In my personal opinion, the filling of the city’s most 
beautiful spaces with coarse and aesthetically inferior 
buildings must be condemned. These buildings are not up 
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to the standards of a fine national capital. The indiscrim- 
inate felling of trees and the asphalting of areas where low 
shrubs and small trees could grow is more than a serious 
ecological evil. It has a disastrous effect on the city’s 
microclimate. The changes to First of May, Baleizao, and 
other squares should never have taken place without 
properly controlled competitive bidding by qualified 
Angolan professionals. In our judgment, the options 
offered by foreign architects should not be implemented 
without the approval of Angolan architects! The altering of 
overall scenic values for the worst possible architectural 
purposes must be stopped. There must be an immediate 
halt to such activities as soon as they are detected. 


The city’s historical areas and monuments must be pre- 
served. The green belts that serve as the city’s lungs must 
be protected at all costs. In addition to being licensed, 
construction projects must be closely monitored. Irrespon- 
sibility and the carnival of construction technology that 
threatens the city’s architectural integrity must be con- 
demned. It must be remembered that peace as well as war 
can bring destruction, and it must always be avoided. 


What we have perpetrated is the pursuit of chaos. We face: 
a growing housing crisis; indiscriminate abuse of vital 
lands in the city and its surroundings; anarchic dweller- 
built housing: pirating of drinking water and electricity; 
and public lawlessness. Entertainment establishments in 
residential areas produce day and night sound pollution. 
Erosion has led to increasingly serious gullying in Mira- 
mar, Samba, etc., and it has gouged deep new ravines 
through the center of the city and outlying areas. What we 
face 1s an urban crisis. 


The “muceques” (as the poorest and socioeconomically 
least developed residential districts are called) are a maze 
of narrow alleyways. These ought to be widened and 
Straightened into blocks that permit the rational circula- 
tion of pedestrians and vehicles. These areas must have 
more fresh air (healthy air circulation), more sunshine, and 
improved public sanitation in order to become more 
secure, more comfortable, and fitter for human habitation. 


Rangel, the district | know best, has major thoroughfares 
that are only partially paved and a population density on 
the order of 800 persons per hectare. Large parts of it are 
all but impenetrable. A large i:re in any such area would 
produce incalculable damages, and the consequences 
would be disastrous. 


The district of Rocha Pinto is located on irregular and 
broken terrain. Many of the houses are built in the beds of 
dry streams that fill up with runoff when it heavy rains. 
Major downpours pose a threat of catastrophe and flash 
flooding. The situation is the same in Samba and Miramar. 


Other suburban districts endanger the health of their inhab- 
itants due to the absence of any sanitation or health facili- 
ties, and the situation they face 1s similarly precarious. 


Even in urbanized districts virtually identical conditions 
prevail, and little has been done to improve them. 
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The saving of Luanda is a matter of utmost urgency. The 
city must be granted the priority it deserves as a national 
capital! 


The present outlook is for continuing deterioration of the 
city’s public facilities and what remains of its heritage. 
This must be changed. 


Decongestion 


As previously stated, the future looks ever darker. Emigra- 
tion continues. In many regions war and its aftermath are 
causing large numbers of people to uproot themselves and 
move to the poorest imaginable quarters in Luanda. Imme- 
diate causes of this flight are loss of livelihood, hunger, and 
unendurable levels of insecurity. Only when the war is over 
will people summon the courage to go home. As incentives 
to return, there should be specific urbanization and 
housing programs to facilitate the resumption of normal 
life. This is the way to combat the mistaken idea that the 
capital city must build thousands of dwellings to ““accom- 
modate™ emigration. A wise policy of national redistribu- 
tion must energetically condemn any attempt to concen- 
trate the country’s human resources in its capital city. This 
is especially true when demand 1s high for both skilled and 
unskilled labor in deserted areas with rich agricultural, 
mineral, and maritime resources. There can be no denying 
the fact that people are flocking to Luanda by the thou- 
sands. Given the need to assure equitable development for 
the provinces, the handling of this situation is a matter of 
great importance when it comes to setting building and 
urbanization policies. 


More Jumbos, Intermarkets, and luxury cars in Luanda 
will only serve to reduce the size of the work force willing 
to take up residence in other regions. These things are 
further inducements to forsake productive labor in other 
areas in favor of marginal retail selling in the capital. This 
has long since become a classic way of getting by in society 
with less effort and greater earnings. 


The longer we take to end the war and end emigration, the 
poorer our chances will be of coming up with a good 
approach to reorganization and urbanization. Delay will 
lead to a policy that is prohibitively expensive because it 
will have to be worked out on the spur of the moment. If 
we were to measure the pace of urban reorganization 
against the rate of deterioration, the result would be 
laughable because the former is thousands of times slower 
than the latter. 


Some Suggestions 


What can be done? What is the solution for the city of 
Luanda” 


The first step must be rapid development of, or the 
completion of studies for, an Urban Master Plan. This 
fundamental document is needed as a guide to the making 
of all medium and long-term decisions and policies. 


Only on the basis of master plans can responsible author- 
ities make decisions on matters of urban development. 
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Here 1s where urbanism—understood as the set of issues 
that pertain to the art of building cities—has a decisive role 
to play. 


Projections are needed of Luanda’s population over the 
next 20 years. A city street plan must be devised on the 
concept of concentric radial urban development. Thor- 
Oughfares must converge on hubs and define spaces suit- 
able for the creation of prime human habitats. 


A system of storm and sanitary sewers with treatment 
plants and large catchment basins for rainwater runoff 
must be laid out. Selected zones should remain undevel- 
oped and set aside for future residential subdividing. Areas 
for truck parks and transport facilities must be established. 
The choosing of areas for tourist development needs to be 
done with an eye to using the coastal woodlands of Luanda 
and Mussulo to best advantage. Old problems that remain 
unsolved include an urban planning approach to the Mau- 
soleum Complex, provincewide water supplies, urbaniza- 
tion of slum areas, etc. 


Given Luanda’s advanced state of decay, it is all too 
possible to predict a grim future for this beautiful city. 
Unless the recovery program gets off to a decisive start, 
chances for fending off disintegration and collapse are 
slim. 


The task is very large, and it can only be dealt with in a 
multidisciplinary context. Only the provincial government 
can take the lead. Its mission will be to cast the stone that 
breaks the oppressive silence and awakens a sleeping 
Luanda. 


In addition, the end of destructive military activities in the 
provinces creates conditions that bide very well for the 
future. Large groups of migrants should be able to return 
home in peace. There they can proceed with development 
of their land and crops. They can reunite their families to 
begin a new life of tranquility and joy. 


Peace 1s indispensable if we are to hear again the genuinely 
Angolan melody of drums throbbing in repose and the rich 
voices of our peasants singing without fear of bloodshed 
and war. Our fields have called out too long for the return 
of those who left them. What great wealth is there for the 
exploring! 


We should encourage people to experience the bracing air 
of our land and the comforting aroma of the fruits and the 
food Angola can provide. They should be able to hear the 
trains as they ply the jungles hauling produce to the city 
and bringing back loads of factory goods and human 
solidarity. 


We must instill the young with the expectation that there 
will be jobs for them—especially large numbers of jobs in 
the nation’s interior—when they finish their educations. 
And we must take urbanization and new building to the 
interior. We must lay to rest the image of a bloated and 
parasitic Luanda living off the productivity of foreigners. 
In the final analysis, Luanda’s destiny is to be the capital of 
Angola. 
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I am calling for a reversal in the direction of migration. 
The flow should be back to the rich coastal areas, the fertile 
interior. These are the places where we can extract the 
wealth we need so badly and do it at the expense of hostile 
guerrilla conceits and ideologies. Evenly distributed 
national development that gives the provinces a fair shake 
can only be achieved by following the principles of social 
justice and human progress. 


* Students in Eastern Europe Receive Grants 


91/4F0163C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 19 Apr 91 p 3 


[Text] The payment of supplementary grants to Angolan 
students in Czechoslovakia and Hungary was instituted in 
March, with the payment for the six months in arrears 
(from September to March) that was still owed. As the 
Angolan press agency Angop learned Wednesday from the 
Angolan Embassy in Prague, the National Institute of 
Study Grants (INABE) guaranteed that the transfers would 
be made regularly from now on, since the scholarships 
granted by the governments of these two European coun- 
tries do not meet current living costs. The Angop also 
learned that there 1s a consensus among the students in 
Prague that the institution of supplementary grants will 
help to improve the academic performance of the grantees. 
The students lauded the Angolan Government's decision 
to institute the grant supplements and were pleased at the 
manner in which the national news media had reported on 
the problems confronting the students, both in Czechoslo- 
vakia and in Hungary. Almost 400 Angolan grantees are 
studying in Czechoslovakia and 33 others are in Hungary. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


* War Exacerbates Niassa Province Isolation 
Y/AF 11414 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
Y May Yl p7 


[Article by MOZAMBIQUE INFORMATION 
AGENCY correspondent Domingos Mossela] 


[Text] The destabilization war promoted by Renamo 
[Mozambique National Resistance] against Mozambique 
is becoming increasingly more difficult in the life of the 
people, especially in the rural areas, where poverty 1s 
reaching alarming proportions and the desire for peace 1s 
becoming more ardent and urgent. 


Residents of the village of Nampai, in the district of Maua, 
in the southern part of the northern province of Niassa, 
promised the local authorites that if the war ends, they will 
put on a huge celebration in which all participants will 
dance nude for 3 consecutive days. 


Niassa is the most extensive of all the 10 provinces of 
Mozambique; it is the richest in terms of its agricultural 
potential but also the least populous. 


But the war which has prevailed in Niassa during the past 
seven years has exacerbated the natural isolation of that 
territory, whose only source of supply is the approximately 
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600 km of railroad which connects Niassa with the port of 
Nacala in the neighboring province of Nampala. 


However, this railway line is almost totally inoperable due 
to Renamo’s repeated acts of sabotage. 


Niassa’s isolation has now worsened with the interruption 
of the Tete Corridor, the railway line which served as an 
alternative for the transport of goods to that province, said 
goods coming from the port city of Beira. 


Following this route, the merchandise was first transported 
via the Beira Corridor to Zimbabwe, then via Tete Prov- 
ince in Mozambique toward Malawi, and subsequently 
toward its final destination in Niassa. 


Andre Jemusse, a former elementary school teacher 
residing in Nampai, said that by means of the huge “peace 
celebration we want to show both sides 1n the war (Frelimo 
[Mozambique Liberation Front] and Renamo that without 
peace there can be no development and without develop- 
ment suffering will continue to be our daily fare. 


“We are tired of this war which is destroying everything 
and killing everyone...not sparing the women, children, 
and elderly. We are tired of living in misery,” said Andre 
Jemusse, 48 years of age. 


Jemusse, speaking in the local ianguage, Macua, and at 
times in Portuguese, then said: “We here have no clothing, 
salt, spades, hoes, or soap because of this endless war.’ He 
then added that his mother, wife, and two children were 
kidnapped by Renamo more than two years ago and that, 
until now, their wwhereabouts is still not known. 


Maria Banquione, 45 years of age, a traditional midwife, is 
also a resident of Nampai. She made the following obser- 
vation in speaking with AIM [Mozambique Information 
Agency]: “We would like to see the termination of this war 
which is not enabling us to produce in fertile areas and is 
forcing us to live on the basis of charity. 


“We hope that these killings will stop,’ said Maria Ban- 
quione, married and with five children. She added that she 
was one of the promoters of the concept of the aforesaid 
celebration. 


Both Jemusse and Maria Banquione live in areas located 
about 50 km from the district headquarters of Maua where 
| acre of land cultivated with corn or ““mapira” manages to 
produce from 1,300 to 1,500 kilos. At the present time they 
reside in the vicinity of the village, areas consstered 
minimally safe from the attacks of Renamo. 


Joaquim Mario Chicoia, administrator of Maua District, 
told AIM that “the residents of Nampai did in fact promise 
to hold a celebration if the government succeeds in signing 
an accord with Renamo ending the war.” 


The district of Maua has about 36,000 inhabitants, 24,187 
of whom live under emergency conditions in urgent need 


FBIS-AFR-91-L18-S 
19 June 1991 


of aid, especially in the form of food and clothing to cope 
with the serious lack of items in those areas. 


Jaime Guambe, administrator of Cuamba District, also 
located in the southern part of Niassa, told AIM in turn that 
the local people promised to organize a march and various 
dances if a peace accord is reached with Renamo. 


According to Jaime Guambe, residents of certain parts of 
that district plan to march from Cuamba to Lichinga, a 
distance of about 300 km, and dance for three consecutive 
days. 


This sentiment on the part of the people is a reflection of 
the actual suffering they have been experiencing in the 
northern part of Mozambique caused by the war and 
exacerbated by natural calamities. 


In ths districts of Maua, Nipepe, and Metarica, AIM saw 
women and men clothed in rags which scarcely covered the 
most intimate parts of the body, and mothers with babies 
totally unprotected from the cold during the night. 


More than 100 women, men, and children said that for five 
years they have not used soap, and that at times “we have 
gone for more than one or two years without salt.” 


In some districts, especially in Maua and Nipepe, people 
have absolutely nothing to eat inasmuch as the corn from 
the meager harvests of the 1990-1991 agricultural season 
was consumed before being completely ready. 


In these two districts malnutrition, diarrhea, and anemia 
due to starvation are threatening their inhabitants. There 
are also many people suffering from pulmonary tubercu- 
losis, malaria, especially cerebral malaria, and outbreaks of 
measles. 


According to a source from the Ministry of Health, during 
the first quarter of 1991 alone there were 42 children 
admitted to the pediatric ward of the Maua health center, 
nine of whom died principally from measles, malnutrition, 
and cerebral malaria. 


Claudio Isseque, head of Maua’s Department of Health, 
said that measles occurs particularly among children 
whose parents live in areas controlled by Renamo where 
there are no provisions for vaccination. 


ZAMBIA 


* Fuel Shortages Halt Grain for Famine Relief 


Y/AF11244 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
20 Apr YI p 2 


[Text] (Zana/ZIS)}—The haulage of 40,000 bags of maize 
from the line of rail to Mwinilunga, Kabompo and Zam- 
bez to avert starvation there because of a shortage has not 
yet begun due to lack of diesel. 


North-Western Province Cooperative Union (NWCU) 
acting general manager Mr Nelson Tebeka said the union 
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had paid K [kwacha] 2 million to Zambia Cooperative 
Federation (ZCF) to ferry the grain to the hunger stricken 
districts but ZCF could not find diesel for its trucks. 


* Opposition Denies Students’ Intent to Riot 


9JAF1122A Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
23 Apr 91 pl 


[Text] The Movement for Multi-party Democracy (MMD) 
and National Democratic Alliance (Nada) have dissoci- 
ated themselves from a plot exposed by President Kaunda 
in which the opposition allegedly planned to use Univer- 
sity of Zambia students in Lusaka to trigger off riots and 
cause chaos in the nation. 
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MMD chairman for the legal committee Dr Ludwig Son- 
dashi and Nada national secretary Mr Alias Kaenga both 
issued Press statements denying involvement in the alleged 
plot in Lusaka yesterday. 


It was not true that the MMD wanted to incite the 
students, said Dr Sondashi, because they were mature and 
intellectuals who had the freedom to react on their own 
about the way the Government was run. 


He said the students had the constitutional right to protest 
without being incited. 


Mr Kaenga said Nada did not question the validity of the 
move taken to close Unza but regretted the alleged 
involvement of the opposition who were plotting to trigger 
off riots. 
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